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Top 10 reasons to go comic book crazy!
2) There have been loads of awesome graphic novels
adaptations of brilliant children's books. You don’t always
have to read the ordinal versions first –but if you have,
the brilliant pictures and dialogue just makes you love the
books even more!

1) Because of the
brilliant movies
coming out based
on comic books!

3) Comics nowadays host come of the most diverse characters out
there!
There are awesome superheroes and heroines of all different sizes,
nationalities and sexualities, with many major characters dealing with
some of the diversities really lacking in other fiction. Did you know
there was a whole storyline where Batgirl was stuck in a wheelchair and
had to learn to be a different kind of superhero? Awesome, huh? And
then there’s Daredevil, a blind superhero who is a lawyer by day and
awesome by night!
4) Graphic novels are so
much fun!
They’re the perfect sort
of thing to dip into and
out of.
5) Comic books are
always being reinvented,
which means there are
an infinite number of
stories out there.

6) They deal with real issues.
Comics might be about men with super
powers, but they tackle some serious
issues and, back in the day, were quite
ahead of their time, With storylines
such as drug addiction, disability,
racism, sexual assault and all different
kinds of sexuality.

7) They’re really exciting and
quick reads!
8) There is no escape like an
escape into a comic.

9) Superheroes can be role models.
Captain America, Superman or Wonder Woman are all
noble and brave: they fight when they have to, but
they always talk first. Comic books remind us that
heroes exist and that you don’t always have to have
superpowers or millions to be one.

10) Comic Con is a large convention held in
London where you can dress up as your
favourite comic book characters and get to
meet other people who enjoy reading the same
things as you do.

The Vocabularist: Three different meanings of mail
The price of stamps is going up again. Which raises
the complicated subject of where the word "mail"
comes from.
WH Auden famously wrote "This is the Night Mail,
Crossing the Border" for a 1936 Post Office film. The
border was that between England and Scotland, where
border reivers, sometimes clad in chain mail, extorted
"black mail" from the local people.
That is three senses of "mail" in one paragraph.
Reference books give three different unrelated origins
for them.
Mail, in the sense of letters, originally meant a bag, and
sometimes a travelling-trunk. "Malle" had been used in
French from the 11th Century and mallette can still mean
a bag or suitcase in French.

By the 17th Century it was common to talk of a post-bag
as a "mail of letters"and coaches and boats "carrying
the mails". In the mid-18th Century Tobias Smollett
wrote of a miser's fears "that rack his bosom while the
mail is read", showing the word had been extended to
the bag's contents too.
Chain mail comes from "maille", another 11th Century
French word, thought to be from the Latin macula, which
means "stain" or "spot" as in "immaculate". This became
"mail" - originally a metal ring, one of many sewn
together to make a garment for battle.

Maille also meant a spot in the plumage of a bird - and this might make
the association between spots and armour easier to understand, since a
bird's coat is made up of lots of little feathers, as a mail coat is of little
rings.
And then there is "mail" meaning rent or payment. This dates back at
least as far as the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle entry for 1049 when Edward
the Confessor paid off nine warships ("scylode IX scypa of male", ie
removed nine ships from pay).
But the word survived longer in Scotland and northern England, and it is
in the Scots form that we have it - usually compounded as blackmail.
An Act of James VI in 1567 required that no-one accept protection from
"the said thevis, or pay thame blak maill.“
"Mail" in this sense is supposed to be related to Scandinavian words
meaning "speech". The idea is that it came to mean an agreement, and
therefore an agreed payment.

This seems very tenuous. One might almost think it more likely to come
from mail meaning "bag".
Except that border blackmail was sometimes paid in cattle, and you can't
easily get cattle into a bag.

Star Wars :The Force Awakens
Film being shown in the library
Date to be confirmed (probably the beginning of May)
Sign up in the library to show you are interested in coming along.

Cost £1.50 includes a drink and snack.

Money going towards supporting free Art trips and a donation to Save the Children

2016 commemorates 400 years since the
death of William Shakespeare
Write about real historical events and characters, or even
borrow plots from your favourite books. If you do choose to
write about real events, don’t feel the need to be bound by the
facts, and do make up a funny friend for your main character
as Shakespeare did with Falstaff for the young Prince Hal
in Henry IV Part I.
Shakespeare’s plays were written to be performed. His words come
to life when they are spoken aloud, and much of that is to do with
the rhythm, the famous iambic pentameter he was so fond of. I
don’t suggest that you write your tales in iambic pentameter,
but read aloud what you’ve written, and listen to how it sounds. A
series of long sentences may need breaking up with some shorter
ones, some punchy short words might add impact to a scene.
Have fun with language. Many words and phrases that
are in common usage today their origins back to
Shakespeare, so feel free to invent words and create
new phrases. You may even come up with the next “The
world’s mine oyster”, or “green-eyed monster”

Witches, wizards, fairies and sprites can all play their
part, whether it’s with a little mischievous misadventure
as Puck so expertly displays in A Midsummer Night
Dream.
To write a Shakespearean comic tale you will need to
put one or more of your characters in disguise.
Sometimes only a single scene using disguise is enough, a
masked ball for example, but you could choose to lead
your plot with a main character who is permanently
concealing her identity.

Don’t be afraid to kill off a character or two, or fourteen. You
don’t need to limit death to secondary characters, your main
characters could also end their days by the end of your tale.

Write a love story. Like Shakespeare, you’ll have
endless themes of love to choose from.
Forbidden love is a popular choice, but there’s
also jealous love, love-sickness, unrequited love,
luckiness in love, or, worst of all, ‘death-mark’d
love’ as suffered by Romeo and Juliet.
Most story plots, including many of Shakespeare’s, follow a relatively
simple formula. Characters are introduced, the scene is set and a goal
of some kind is introduced. The tension and fun in a story comes when a
problem is introduced, one that will hinder the characters achieving
their goal.
Shakespeare is rightly famous for his inventive put-downs, from the cutting, “Thou art like a
toad; ugly and venomous.” to the verbose, “Thou clay-brained guts, thou knotty-pated fool, thou
whoreson obscene greasy tallow-catch!”. Contrive a way for your characters to insult each other,
and don’t let them hold back. Here’s a few insulting words from Shakespeare to get you started:
goatish, malt-worm, measle, pox-marked, spleeny.

