
Kelmscott School literacy department

Year 11 Suggested Book Titles

KlongmanC



A Game of Thrones by George R.R.Martin
Blurb: ‘When you play the game of thrones, you win or you 

die. There is no middle ground’ 

Summers span decades. Winter can last a lifetime. And the 

struggle for the Iron Throne has begun. 

From the fertile south, where heat breeds conspiracy, to the 

vast and savage eastern lands, all the way to the frozen north, 

kings and queens, knights and renegades, liars, lords and 

honest men . . . all will play the Game of Thrones.

Birdsong by Sebastian Faulks
Blurb:  1910. Amiens, Northern France. Stephen Wraysford, a 

young Englishman, arrives in the French city to stay with the 

Azaire family. He falls in love with unhappily married Isabelle 

and the two enter a tempestuous love affair. But, with the 

world on the brink of war, the relationship falters. With his love 

for Isabelle forever engraved on his heart, Stephen volunteers 

to fight on the Western Front and enters the unimaginable dark 

world beneath the trenches of No Man’s Land.

The Three Musketeers by 

Alexandre Dumas
Blurb:  The young D'Artagnan travels 

to Paris determined to join King Louis 

XIII's elite guards. Hot-headed and 

raring to prove himself, D'Artagnan

challenges three strangers to a duel. 

These strangers are none other than 

the daring band of Musketeers -

Porthos, Athos and Aramis. 

D'Artagnan's fearless spirit impresses 

them and the Musketeers take him 

under their wing. Soon, the wicked 

plots of Cardinal Richelieu and Milady 

de Winter propel the four musketeers 

to adventures on horseback, across 

seas and over rooftops to defend the 

honour of the Queen and protect the 

life of the King.



Looking For Alaska by John Green
Blurb: BEFORE. Miles Halter’s whole life has been one big non-

event until he starts at anything-but-boring Culver Creek 

Boarding School and meets Alaska Young. Gorgeous, clever, funny, 

sexy, screwed up and utterly fascinating she pulls Miles into her 

world, launches him into a new life, and steals his heart. But 

when tragedy strikes, and Miles comes face-to-face with death 

he discovers the value of living and loving unconditionally. 

AFTER: Nothing will ever be the same.

The Time Machine by H.G.Wells
Blurb: An English scientist regales his dinner guests with the tale of his 

travels to the year 802,701, where he discovers that the human race has 

evolved into two distinct societies. The Eloi, elegant and peaceful, yet 

lacking spirit, are terrorised by the sinister, light-fearing Morlocks, who 

live underground, surrounded by industry. And when his time machine 

mysteriously vanishes, the scientist must descend to the realm of the 

Morlocks in order to find his only hope of escape .

The Kite Runner by 

Khaled Hosseini
Blurb: Afghanistan, 1975: Twelve-

year-old Amir is desperate to 

win the local kite-fighting 

tournament and his loyal friend 

Hassan promises to help him. 

But neither of the boys can 

foresee what will happen to 

Hassan that afternoon, an event 

that is to shatter their lives. 

After the Russians invade and 

the family is forced to flee to 

America, Amir realises that one 

day he must return to 

Afghanistan under Taliban rule to 

find the one thing that his new 

world cannot grant him: 

redemption.



The Trial by Franz Kafka
Blurb: A terrifying psychological trip into the life of one Joseph K., an ordinary 

man who wakes up one day to find himself accused of a crime he did not commit, 

a crime whose nature is never revealed to him. Once arrested, he is released, but 

must report to court on a regular basis - an event that proves maddening, as 

nothing is ever resolved. As he grows more uncertain of his fate, his personal life -

including work at a bank and his relations with his landlady and a young woman 

who lives next door - becomes increasingly unpredictable. As K. tries to gain 

control, he succeeds only in accelerating his own excruciating downward spiral.

The Hound of the Baskervilles by Arthur Conan Doyle
Blurb:  The terrible spectacle of the beast, the fog of the moor, the discovery of 

a body: this classic horror story pits detective against dog, rationalism against 

the supernatural, good against evil. When Sir Charles Baskerville is found dead 

on the wild Devon moorland with the footprints of a giant hound nearby, the 

blame is placed on a family curse. It is left to Sherlock Holmes and Doctor 

Watson to solve the mystery of the legend of the phantom hound before Sir 

Charles' heir comes to an equally gruesome end.

The Moonstone by 

Wilkie Collins
Blurb:  When Rachel Verinder's

birthday present - the 

Moonstone, a large Indian 

diamond - is stolen at her party, 

suspicion and the diamond's 

mysterious curse seem set to 

ruin everyone and everything she 

loves. Only Sergeant Cuff's 

famous detective skills offer any 

hope of peace and a future for 

them all. The intricate plot and 

modern technique of multiple 

narrators made Wilkie Collin's 

1868 work a huge success in the 

Victorian sensation genre. With a 

reconstruction of the crime, red 

herrings and a 'locked-room' 

puzzle.



The War of the Worlds by H.G.Wells
Blurb: The night after a shooting star is seen streaking through the sky from Mars, a 

cylinder is discovered on Horsell Common in London. At first, naïve locals approach the 

cylinder armed just with a white flag - only to be quickly killed by an all-destroying heat-

ray, as terrifying tentacled invaders emerge. Soon the whole of human civilisation is under 

threat, as powerful Martians build gigantic killing machines, destroy all in their path with 

black gas and burning rays, and feast on the warm blood of trapped, still-living human prey. 

The forces of the Earth, however, may prove harder to beat than they at first appear.

David Copperfield by 

Charles Dickens
Blurb: Based in part on the author's 

own life, David Copperfield is the 

epic story of a young man's journey 

of self-discovery - from an unhappy 

and impoverished childhood to his 

vocation as a successful novelist. 

Among the memorable cast of 

characters he encounters along the 

way are his brutal stepfather, Mr 

Murdstone; bubbly Nurse Peggotty; 

his brilliant, but unworthy 

schoolmate Steerforth, his eccentric 

aunt, Betsy Trotwood, the scheming 

clerk Uriah Heep, the enchanting 

Dora and the magnificent Mr 

Macawber.

Pride and Prejuduce by Jane Austen
Blurb: When Elizabeth Bennet first meets eligible bachelor 

Fitzwilliam Darcy, she thinks him arrogant and conceited; he is 

indifferent to her good looks and lively mind. When she later 

discovers that Darcy has involved himself in the troubled 

relationship between his friend Bingley and her beloved sister 

Jane, she is determined to dislike him more than ever. In the 

sparkling comedy of manners that follows, Jane Austen shows the 

folly of judging by first impressions and superbly evokes the 

friendships, gossip and snobberies of provincial middle-class life.



Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe
Blurb: Robinson Crusoe, set ashore on an island after a 

terrible storm at sea, is forced to make do with only a 

knife, some tobacco, and a pipe. He learns how to build 

a canoe, make bread, and endure endless solitude. That 

is, until, twenty-four years later, when he confronts 

another human being. First published in 1719

Don Quixote by Miguel De Cervantes
Blurb: Widely regarded as the world's first modern novel, 

and one of the funniest and most tragic books ever 

written, Don Quixote chronicles the famous picaresque 

adventures of the noble knight-errant Don Quixote de 

La Mancha and his faithful squire, Sancho Panza, as they 

travel through sixteenth-century Spain.

Maus by Art 

Spiegelman
Blurb: Maus tells the 

story of Vladek 

Spiegelman, a Jewish 

survivor of Hitler's 

Europe, and his son, a 

cartoonist coming to 

terms with his father's 

story. Maus approaches 

the unspeakable 

through the diminutive. 

Its form, the cartoon 

(the Nazis are cats, the 

Jews mice), shocks us 

out of any lingering 

sense of familiarity and 

succeeds in 'drawing us 

closer to the bleak 

heart of the Holocaust'



Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury
Blurb: The hauntingly prophetic classic novel set in a not-too-distant future 

where books are burned by a special task force of firemen. Guy Montag is a 

fireman. His job is to burn books, which are forbidden, being the source of all 

discord and unhappiness. Even so, Montag is unhappy; there is discord in his 

marriage. Are books hidden in his house? The Mechanical Hound of the Fire 

Department, armed with a lethal hypodermic, escorted by helicopters, is ready 

to track down those dissidents who defy society to preserve and read books.

Dube by Frank Herbert
Blurb: Arrakis is the source of spice, a mind-enhancing drug which makes 

interstellar travel possible; it is the most valuable substance in the galaxy. When 

Duke Atreides and his family take up court there, they fall into a trap set by the 

Duke's bitter rival, Baron Harkonnen. The Duke is poisoned, but his wife and 

her son Paul escape to the vast and arid deserts of Arrakis, which have given 

the planet its nickname of Dune.

Paul and his mother join the Fremen, the Arrakis natives, who have learnt to 

live in this harsh and complex ecosystem. But learning to survive is not enough 

- Paul's destiny was mapped out long ago and his mother is committed to 

seeing it fulfilled.

Murdertrending by Gretchen 

McNeil
Blurb: When seventeen-year-old Dee 

Guerrera wakes up in a haze, lying on the 

ground of a dimly lit warehouse, she 

realises she's about to be the next victim 

of the app. Knowing hardened criminals are 

getting a taste of their own medicine in this 

place is one thing, but Dee refuses to roll 

over and die for a heinous crime she didn't 

commit. Can Dee and her newly formed 

posse, the Death Row Breakfast Club, 

prove she's innocent before she ends up 

wrongfully murdered for the world to see? 

Or will The Postman's cast of executioners 

kill them off one by one?



Carrie by Stephen King
Blurb:  Carrie White is no ordinary girl. Carrie White has 

the gift of telekinesis. To be invited to Prom Night by 

Tommy Ross is a dream come true for Carrie - the first 

step towards social acceptance by her high school 

colleagues. But events will take a decidedly macabre turn on 

that horrifying and endless night as she is forced to exercise 

her terrible gift on the town that mocks and loathes her . . .

A Short History of Nearly 

Everything by Bill Bryson
Blurb: The ultimate eye-opening journey through 

time and space, A Short History of Nearly 

Everything is the biggest-selling popular science 

book of the 21st century, and reveals the world 

in a way most of us have never seen it before.

Cosmos by Carl Sagan
Blurb: The story of fifteen billion years of 

cosmic evolution transforming matter 

and life into consciousness, of how 

science and civilisation grew up together, 

and of the forces and individuals who 

helped shape modern science


