
If you enjoyed reading Wonder
try one of these books!

Blurb: Thirteen-year-old Mia Winchell is 

far from ordinary: she suffers from a rare 

condition called synesthesia, the mingling 

of perceptions whereby a person can see 

sounds, smell colors, or taste shapes. But 

because she has kept it a secret from 

everyone, she appears to be the most 

normal kid in her family. Her younger 

brother Zack keeps a chart of all the 

McDonald's hamburgers he's eaten in his 

lifetime. Her older sister Beth dyes her 

hair a different color every week and 

might be a witch.

When trouble in the school finally 

convinces Mia to reveal her secret, she 

feels like a freak; and as she embarks on 

an intense journey of self-discovery, her 

family and friends have trouble relating to 

her. By the time she realizes she has 

isolated herself from all the people who 

care about her, it is almost too late. 

Mia has to lose something very special in 

order to understand and appreciate her 

special gift in this coming-of-age novel.

Blurb: COUNTING BY 7S tells the 

story of Willow Chance, a twelve-

year-old genius who is obsessed 

with diagnosing medical conditions 

and finds comfort in counting by 7s. 

It has never been easy for her to 

connect with anyone other than her 

adoptive parents, but that hasn't kept 

her from leading a quietly happy life . 

. . until now.

Suddenly Willow's world is tragically 

changed when her parents both die 

in a car crash, leaving her alone in a 

baffling world. Her journey to find a 

fascinatingly diverse and fully 

believable surrogate family is a joy 

and a revelation to read.

Blurb: Caitlin misses her brother every day. 

Since his death in a school shooting, she 

has no one to explain the world to her. And 

for Caitlin, the world is a confusing place. 

She hates it when colours get mixed up, 

prefers everything to be black-and-white, 

and needs to check her Facial Expressions 

Chart to understand emotions.

So when Caitlin reads the definition of 

"closure", she decides that's what she 

needs. And as she struggles to find it, a 

world of colour begins to enter her black-

and-white life...



Blurb: When I get up, there's nobody home. Even Mum has gone out. The note says, 'I have to 

check my emails. I'll snowmobile to the meltline and be back soon. XX Mummy'. And I think, 

'Good. I can feed my bear...'"

Darcy's life was never exactly simple, but it was about to become a lot more complicated.

Recovering from a distressing illness in her parents' cabin surrounded by looming pine trees, 

Darcy spends most of her days alone, warming herself by the log fire. That is, until she ventures 

into the woods hours before a heavy snowstorm, and finds herself face-to-face with a grizzly bear. 

Their encounter takes a surprising turn when it flourishes into a warm and caring companionship.

Set against the beautiful backdrop of the snowy Yellowstone National Park in Montana, Mimi 

Thebo's poetic tale inspires compassion and friendship, sensitively focusing on how the seemingly 

impossible can become the achievable

Blurb: All eleven-year old Alex wants is to launch 

his iPod into space. With a series of audio 

recordings, he will show other lifeforms out in the 

cosmos what life on Earth, his Earth, is really like.

But for a boy with a long-dead dad, a troubled 

mum, and a mostly-not-around brother, Alex 

struggles with the big questions.

Where do I come from? Who's out there? And, 

above all, How can I be brave? Determined to 

find the answers, Alex sets out on a remarkable 

road trip that will turn his whole world upside down 

. . .

Blurb: CURSED! David 

was only trying to be cool 

when he helped some 

other boys steal an old 

lady's cane. But when the 

plan backfires, he is the 

one whom she 'curses'. 

Now David can't seem to 

do anything right. The 

cool kids taunt him and 

his only friends are 

weirdos. He even walks 

into Spanish class with 

his fly unzipped! And 

when he finally gets his 

nerve up to ask out a cute 

girl, his trousers fall down 

midway! But is this the 

curse at work or is David 

turning into a total loser? 

Another witty and very 

clever tale by the master 

storyteller Louis Sachar.



Blurb: Once by Morris Gleitzman is the story of a young Jewish 

boy who is determined to escape the orphanage he lives in to 

save his Jewish parents from the Nazis in the occupied Poland 

of the Second World War.

Everybody deserves to have something good in their life. 

At least Once.

Once I escaped from an orphanage to find Mum and Dad.

Once I saved a girl called Zelda from a burning house.

Once I made a Nazi with a toothache laugh.

My name is Felix. This is my story.

Once is the first in a series of children's novels about Felix, a 

Jewish orphan caught in the middle of the Holocaust, from 

Australian author Morris Gleitzma

Blurb: Max is used to being called Stupid. And 

he is used to everyone being scared of him. On 

account of his size and looking like his dad.

Kevin is used to being called Dwarf. On 

account of his size and being some cripple kid.

But greatness comes in all sizes, and together 

Max and Kevin become Freak The Mighty and 

walk high above the world.

Blurb: Grace and Tippi are twins - conjoined twins.

And their lives are about to change.

No longer able to afford homeschooling, they must 

venture into the world - a world of stares, sneers and 

cruelty. Will they find more than that at school? Can 

they find real friends? And what about love?

But what neither Grace or Tippi realises is that a 

heart-wrenching decision lies ahead. A decision that 

could tear them apart. One that will change their lives 

even more than they ever imagined.


