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On Saturday 26th November three Youth Health Champions(YHC), Louines Beggache, Valentin 
Madzharov  and Mingze Sun ,  represented Kelmscott School at the London Fire Brigade (LFB) 
3rd Annual Children and Young People’s Conference in their Southwark Headquarters. 
This was a very special conference as the London Fire Brigade are celebrating their 150th Anniversary 
this year having been established in 1866. 
 
The event was attended by about 40 young people from across London. 
Following a warm welcome from Divya Patel the Youth Intervention 
Manager the young people were split into groups and take part in an 
icebreaker of Human Bingo where they had introduce themselves to the 
other young people in the room and find six people who met one of the 
following criteria: Can play an instrument, was born in September, is a 
vegetarian/vegan, lives in a flat, is wearing blue, can speak a second 
language. 
Louines was the first to complete his card and shout “bingo”, winning a 
lovely selection box. 
The next task was to agree a table name – the group chose NE37; representing the addition of the 
postcodes of the young people. 
 
The next activity was the main reason our YHC were invited, taking part in a focus group to see how 
the LFB’s youth engagement programme can best support current social and health issues impacting 
on young people today. The views and suggestions of the young people will be used to develop the 
range of services they offer. 
 
After a delicious lunch there was a fire quiz. Despite being the only table to have no brigade cadets 
NE37 managed to come joint first with another group, answering 14 out of 16 questions correctly. It 
then came down to a tie-breaker… which sadly we did not win. NE37 were a talented team and did 
really well and were pipped at the post. 
 
Each team them took part in a race to put on the protective clothing firefighters wear. Valentin, 
Mingze were two of the 3 team members chosen for the task and they did very well against stiff 
competition from a current cadet and a young person who had beaten the time set by instructors! 
We did not win but the team were only a couple of seconds behind the eventual winners. 
There were a number of speakers throughout the day including a cadet, Blaine Day, who had worked 
his way through the cadet programme and is looking forward to becoming a full time firefighter, 
Head of Community Safety Chris O’Connor and Firefighter Katie Cornhill from Hampshire FRS. Katie’s 
talk focused on her own personal gender reassignment journey, equality and inclusion.  Both Blaine 
and Katie’s talks were engaging and inspirational and really demonstrated the support and 
commitment the LFB offer to their staff, cadets and volunteers. 
Each pupil was given a “goodie” bag on LFB mini torch, 150th Anniversary badge, a pen and both 
smoke and carbon monoxide alarms for their homes. 
It was a really interesting and rewarding day and the YHC members were a credit to our school. 
 


