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Madam Doubtfire 
By  Anne Fine 
 
Blurb: Funny, punchy story about family 
life. Lydia, Christopher and Natalie are used 
to domestic turmoil. Their parents' divorce 
has not made family life any easier in 
either home. The children bounce to and 
from their volatile mother, Miranda, and 
their out-of-work actor father, Daniel. Then 
Miranda advertises for a cleaning lady who 
will look mind the children after work - and 
Daniel gets the job, disguised as Madame 
Doubtfire. 
 
 

The Outsiders 
By S E Hinton 
 
Blurb: Youngsters in a small Oklahoma town have split into two 
gangs, divided by money, tastes and attitude. The Socs' idea of 
having a good time is beating up Greasers like Ponyboy Curtis. 
Ponyboy knows what to expect and knows he can count on his 
brothers and friends - until the night someone takes things too 
far. 

Animal Farm 
By  George Orwell 
 
Blurb: A classic story and allegory of a communist 
revolutionary dictatorship and the tyranny which 
develops, told through the story of the animals of 
Manor Farm. 
 
 



Chinese Cinderella 
By  Adeline Yen Mah 
 
Blurb: Jung-ling's family considers her bad luck because her 
mother died giving birth to her. They discriminate against her 
and make her feel unwanted yet she yearns and continuously 
strives for her parents' love. Her stepmother is vindictive and 
cruel and her father dismissive. Jung-ling grows up to be an 
academic child, with a natural ability for writing. Only her aunt 
and grandfather offer her any love and kindness. The story is of 
survival in the light of the mental and physical cruelty of her 
stepmother and the disloyalty of her siblings. Jung-ling blossoms 
in spite of everything and the story ends as her father agrees to 
let her study in England. 
 

The Coral 
Island 
By  R Ballantyne 
 
Blurb: When the three sailor 
lads, Ralph, Jack and Peterkin 
are cast ashore after the 
storm, their first task is to find 
out whether the island is 
inhabited. Their next task is to 
find a way of staying alive. 
They go hunting and learn to 
fish, explore underwater caves 
and build boats - but then their 
island paradise is rudely 
disturbed by the arrival of 
pirates. 

Coram Boy 
By Jamila Gavin 
 
Blurb: The Coram man takes babies and money from 
desperate mothers, promising to deliver them safely to a 
Foundling Hospital in London. Instead, he murders them and 
buries them by the roadside, to the helpless horror of his 
mentally ill son, Mish. 
Mish saves one, Aaron, who grows up happily unaware of his 
history, proving himself a promising musician.  As Aaron's 
new life takes him closer to his real family, the watchful Mish 
makes a terrible mistake, delivering Aaron and his best friend 
Toby back into the hands of the Coram man. 
 



 
 
 
The Curious Incident 
of The Dog in the 
Night- Time 
By  Mark Haddon 
 
Blurb: Christopher isn’t like other teenagers. 
He finds it difficult to talk to other people, 
hates being touched and reacts badly tp 
certain colours. When the neighbour’s dog is 
murdered he causes chaos trying to find out 
who did it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Day of the 
Triffids 
By  John Wyndham 
 
Blurb: Bill wakes to find he’s the 
only person left on Earth who can 
see. Everyone else has been 
blinded by a mysterious meteor 
event. Can he save the world 
from the extra-terrestrial 
carnivorous plants? 
 
 

 
Flambards 
By  K M Peyton 
 
Blurb: When Christina is sent to live in the grand country 
house, Flambards, she doesn't know what to expect. Once 
there, she meets two young men, Mark and Will, trying to 
cope with their bad-tempered father. She also discovers a 
passion for horse-riding and a love for life in the country. As 
time goes by Christina begins to embrace her new life and 
all the social engagements that it involves, but with both 
brothers vying for her attention Christina knows it's just a 
matter of time before she has to choose . .  
 
 
 



 
 

The Flame Trees of Thika: 
Memories of an African 
Childhood 
By  Elspeth Huxley 
 
Blurb: In an open cart Elspeth Huxley set off with her 
parents to travel to Thika in Kenya. As pioneering settlers 
among the Kikuyu people, they built a house of grass, ate 
off a damask cloth spread over packing cases and 
discovered - the hard way - the world of the Africa 
 
 
 

Google-eyes 
By  Anne Fine 
 
Blurb: Katy Kilin is a world 
expert on her mothers 
disastrous boyfriends, and how 
to try and stop them developing 
into unwanted stepfathers. 
 
 

 
The Hitchhikers Guide to the 
Galaxy 
By Douglas Adams 
 
Blurb: Arthur’s Friday does not start well when his house 
is demolished. The Earth is obliterated soon after, to 
make way for a bypass, and then he finds out his best 
friend is an alien. Can things get any worse? 
 



Small Steps 
By  Louis Sachar 
 
Blurb: Christopher isn’t like 
other teenagers. He finds it 
difficult to talk to other 
people, hates being touched 
and reacts badly tp certain 
colours. When the 
neighbour’s dog is 
murdered he causes chaos 
trying to find out who did it. 

The Hound of the Baskervilles 
By  Arthur Conan Doyle 
 
Blurb:The Baskerville family curse tells of how a terrifying, 
supernatural hound roams the moors around Baskerville Hall 
and preys on members of the family in revenge for a ghastly 
crime committed by one of their ancestors. When Sir Charles 
Baskerville is found dead in the grounds, with a large animal 
footprint near his lifeless body, the locals are convinced that 
the hound is back. It is up to Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson 
to uncover the truth and keep the new heir to the hall safe 
from danger  

How I Live Now 
By Meg Rosoff 
 
Blurb: Daisy, a streetwise American 15 year old and 
Edmond, her cousin from England are evcuated  to the 
countryside. After briefly falling in love, her world is 
shattered by an unimaginable event. How will she love 
now 
 
 
 
 
 



 
I am David 
By Anne Holm 
 
Blurb:  The story of a  15 year old David ‘s quest – 
escaping from the concentration camp where he 
has lived his life and traveling across a Europe 
unknown to him to try and find home. 
 
 
 

 
Journey to the 
River Sea 
By Eva Ibbotson 
 
Blurb: It is 1910 and Maia, tragically 
orphaned at thirteen, has been sent 
from England to start a new life with 
distant relatives in Manaus, hundreds 
of miles up the Amazon. She is 
accompanied by an eccentric and 
mysterious governess who has secret 
reasons of her own for making the 
journey.  
 

A Kestrel for a Knave 
By Barry Hines 
 
Blurb: Life is tough and cheerless for Billy Casper, a 
troubled teenager growing up in the small Yorkshire 
mining town of Barnsley. Treated as a failure at school, 
and unhappy at home, Billy discovers a new passion in 
life when he finds Kes, a kestrel hawk. Billy identifies 
with her silent strength and she inspires in him the 
trust and love that nothing else can, discovering 
through her the passion missing from his life. Barry 
Hines's acclaimed novel continues to reach new 
generations of teenagers and adults with its powerful 
story of survival in a tough, joyless world. 



 
Looking for JJ 
By Anne Cassidy 
 
Blurb:  A child killer is living a new 
life under a new identity after 
being released . How long can she 
keep her former life secret, and is 
she as evil as people believe? 
 
 

The Tulip Touch 
By  Anne Fine 
 
Blurb: Nobody wants Tulip in their gang. She 
skives off school, cheeks the teachers and makes 
herself unpopular with her classmates by telling 
awful lies. None of this matters to Natalie who 
finds Tulip exciting. At first she doesn't care that 
other peopleare upset and unnerved by Tulip's 
bizarre games, but as the games become 
increasingly sinister and dangerous, Natalie 
realises that Tulip is going too far, much too far, 
racing, in fact, to the novel's shocking ending. 
 

The Plague Dogs 
By Richard Adams 
 
Blurb: Two dogs, Snitter and Rowf, escape from a 
research laboratory in the Lake District where it is 
wrongly supposed they have been purposely 
infected with a deadly virus and now pose a 
dangerous threat to the human population. As 
the authorities give chase, the two friends make 
their way through the hills and across the moors, 
along the way learning to survive on their wits 
and finding friendship and help from a fox they 
encounter. They dream of finding their original 
owners and a safe haven - but the hunt is on. 



 
Of Mice and Men 
By John Steinbeck 
 
Blurb: Drifters in search of work, George and 
his childlike friend Lennie, have nothing in 
the world except the clothes on their back - 
and a dream that one day they will have 
some land of their own. Eventually they find 
work on a ranch in California's Salinas Valley, 
but their hopes are dashed as Lennie - 
struggling against extreme cruelty, 
misunderstanding and feelings of jealousy - 
becomes a victim of his own strength. 

Lord of the Flies 
By William Golding 
 
Blurb: When a plane evacuating a group of 
schoolboys crashes on a remote island, the boys 
are left to fend for themselves with no adult 
supervision. 

The Woman in Black 
By Susan Hill 
 
Blurb:. Arthur Kipps, a junior solicitor, is 
summoned to attend the funeral of Mrs Alice 
Drablow, the sole inhabitant of Eel Marsh House. 
The house stands at the end of a causeway, 
wreathed in fog and mystery, but it is not until he 
glimpses a wasted young woman, dressed all in 
black, at the funeral, that a creeping sense of 
unease begins to take hold, a feeling deepened by 
the reluctance of the locals to talk of the woman in 
black – and her terrible purpose. 



1984 
By George Orwell 
 
Blurb: Hidden away in the Record Department of the sprawling Ministry of 
Truth, Winston Smith skilfully rewrites the past to suit the needs of the 
Party. Yet he inwardly rebels against the totalitarian world he lives in, which 
demands absolute obedience and controls him through the all-seeing 
telescreens and the watchful eye of Big Brother, symbolic head of the Party. 
In his longing for truth and liberty, Smith begins a secret love affair with a 
fellow-worker Julia, but soon discovers the true price of freedom is 
betrayal. 

The Dam Busters 
By Paul Brickhill 
 
Blurb: The Dam Busters is the story of that 

raid and the squadron who carried it 

through. It tells how they took out the V3 

rocket weapon and destroyed the Tirpitz in 

a Norwegian fjord. Again and again, the 

crews of 617 Squadron Bomber 

Command used their flying skills, their 

tremendous courage and Barnes Wallis' 

highly accurate bombs to deal devastating 
blows to Nazi Germany. 

The Giver 
By Lois Lowry 
 

Blurb: 12 year old Jonas lives in a world with no 
poverty, no crime and where everyone is the same. But 
when he is given the role od ‘receiver of memory; he 
becomes one of the only people to understand how 
the  world he lives in came about. 
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