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From the moment it was founded in 1935 it broke the mould.
Publisher Allen Lane was visiting Agatha Christie in Devon and, while
waiting for his train back to London, was appalled by the paltry
selection of reading material on offer at the station shop. He decided
books should be available outside of libraries and traditional
bookshops and more importantly, be affordable.
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They needed a name for their publishing company, various names
were touted, and in some cases (Dolphin, Porpoise) rejected because
they were already in use. A secretary Joan Coles shouted out the
name Penguin. The idea was accepted on the spot and an
artist was sent to London Zoo to draw them.

I

l Ps 1 k Tec . 1941) ﬁ)u\c M\\’
N
Ps 15 (.9 - lash we [ €3 |

i e

Q @l

PP 1 (e 40 - o wse
’chju. 2

le this hﬂ"f‘ o.l awwjk \"}
 Duff syt "J“‘




Qn
S8

“ Falr Author }m
.- ’““"‘"‘“3 s J()ln nal »
R  o:8 Yreminder EA'}!?:‘"' st
o £ Read o =:Q H ‘ ” n .H b ac:n:nll) 'I’H
82,8 word]esvens -‘5‘:'5-35 i two o] v‘"‘""“" '
e - ETE.--nlmm Started :£;°'§.: g' ° advice h“”'" grea
B%}}}“‘; Lhmcl another<g NE g 8" - :,.,,.,‘
116\\ Publnt\?u iat 8 "y tining | n CG @ ket
pic uearn -
; : _Patriciam Pdu GOOd TlpS

I
: & [Shebooks Cluldren S "“ tz“,.dm ’
: o ('4m uu ,‘”'\"iﬁiw"NCed\Vrlgleo :‘v
o A~ t“']’] ereaders rnook

Jones Jennller . :
l‘odmnu-r ' Levdor mI Creatlve I Lessons lk i New

Basus artlc e

Penguin was born, and the publishing industry was
revolutionised with Lane’s belief that people should be
able to buy a book for the price of a packet of cigarettes.
Within the first 12 months, Penguin sold three million
paperbacks.



Eighty years later, to mark the anniversary, Penguin is releasing 80
Little Black Classics, to be sold for 80p each. “You could get stacks of
these books for the price of a pack of cigarettes now” says Penguin
Classics publishing director. “It was and is a very democratic idea and it

)

IS nice to continue that tradition”.
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Designing obsession:
The book covers that brought art into the home.
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One of Penguin's greatest achievements was to make books that were
collectable by ordinary people who could not afford fine bindings or limited
editions. Founder Allen Lane and his brothers had a near-obsession
with their design.
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