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International Literacy Day
Tuesday 8th September 2015

LITERACY

Whether it’s reading or writing, literacy is an 
outlet to an untouchable world – your 
imagination. Not only is literacy a basic human 
right, it is a fundamental building block for 
learning as well as a personal empowerment tool. 
It is the catalyst for social and global progress.

On September 8th, 2015, let’s show the world 
the importance of literacy by celebrating 
International Literacy Day. Help join 
communities around the globe to act as a united 
voice in raising awareness for those who cannot 
read or write.

International Literacy Day gives children and 
communities a chance to rediscover the joys of 
reading while raising awareness for those 
without access to education.



KS3 Book Clubs 

If you are 
interested in 

joining a 
Kelmscott book 
club please give 

your name to 
the LRC 

(library) staff 
members.

What happens in book club?

We pick interesting books 
usually suggested on the 

Guardian children's book club.
You receive the book which you 
read at home and then after an 
allocated amount of time we all 

meet one lunchtime to chat 
about the books.

You share your book review on 
our blog and as a group you 

select your next title.

What are the benefits of book club?

• You experience reading books you 
would not normally choose

• You can talk about the issues in 
said books with your family and 
friends

• Stimulates your minds
• Through reading you gain 

knowledge and develop analytical 
skills

• It can help build self esteem and 
confidence 

http://www.theguardian.com/childrens-
books-site/series/teen-book-club

https://kelmscottreadingblog.wordpress.com/



The Best Reading Records of All Time
What is the largest book ever published? Which is the best selling children’s book series of all time? 

The 10 literacy world records.

1. The most 
successful books 
based on a film 

series are based on 
the Star Wars 

franchise – there 
have been 100 

million sales of Star 
Wars- related 

books!

2.The most books 
toppled like dominoes 

is 6,535 and was 
accomplished by Atle

Goutbeek in 
Trvedestrand, 

Norway, on 2 July 
2015

3.The most people reading 
aloud simultaneously in one 

place is 46,660 at the 
Vadakkunnathan Temple in 

Thrissur, India, on 2 
February 2014.

4.The largest comic book published is  
the first chapter of the graphic 

novel Cruzader: Agent of the Vatican 
by Omar Morales from the USA, with 

the size of 60.96cm. 

5.The largest book 
pyramid is made of 

63, 377 books, 
finished on 28 April 

2015 in 
Luxembourg.



The Best Reading Records of All Time
6.The largest 
colouring book 
measures 10m 

squared, and was 
created by 

Wydawnictwo
Zielona Sowa in 

Poland.

7.The largest audience at a book 
reading was seen in Canada at 

Toronto’s SkyDome stadium on 24 
October 2000. JK Rowling, 

Kenneth Oppel and Tim Wynne 
Jones read extracts from their 

work to 20,264 people.

8.The largest book published is 
an edition of The Little Prince 
by Antoine de Saint-Exupery. 
It measures 2.01metres high 
and 3.08metres wide when 

open, and contains 128 pages.

9.Suzanne Collin’s Hunger Games 
trilogy beat Harry Potter author 
JK Rowling’s record for the most 
books sold from a children’s book 
series in one year, by selling 27.7 
million copies in 2012, following 
the release of the first Hunger 

Games film adaptation.

10.The record for the best selling 
book series for children of all time 

goes to JK Rowling. Over 450 million 
Harry Potter books have sold 

worldwide, making JK Rowling the 
first billionaire author.

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCKv8npP9kccCFSWr2wod2SoFTQ&url=http://www.robgalbraith.com/multi_paged4a9.html?cid=7-8745-9153&ei=JwbCVevMHKXW7gbZ1ZToBA&bvm=bv.99261572,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNFpVN7c3L36qjw9lHHqavpvtGRZ1g&ust=1438865313309472


The Man Booker Prize 2015
The Man Booker Prize promotes the finest in fiction by rewarding the very best book of the year. The prize is the 
world's most important literary award and has the power to transform the fortunes of authors and publishers.

The longlist of book titles are below and the winner will be announced on the 13th October 2015.

All books available from your school library.



Satin Island 
Tom McCarthy

Set in contemporary London, Satin Island 
is a work reflecting disjointed times. 
A story about U. - a ‘corporate 
anthropologist’ working for an elite 
consultancy.  U.’s employers have set him 
two tasks. First, he must assist in the 
launching of a great, epoch-defining 
project which no one, least of all its own 
architects, fully understands. Second, he 
has been asked to compose the seemingly 
impossible: the Great Report – an 
ethnographic document to sum up our age. 
Instead, procrastinating, meandering, 
drifting through endless buffer-zones of 
information, U. grows obsessed with the 
images with which the world bombards 
him on a daily basis: oil spills, African 
traffic jams, roller-blade processions, 
zombie parades. Is there a secret logic 
holding all these things together – a 
codex that, once cracked, will unlock the 
master-meaning of our times? Might it 
have something to do with South Pacific 
Cargo Cults, or the dead parachutists in 
the news? Perhaps; perhaps not.

The Fishermen 
Chigozie Obioma

The Fishermen is set in a small town in 
Nigeria in the mid-1990s. Four brothers, the 
youngest is nine, use their strict father's 
absence from home to go fishing in a 
forbidden river and encounter a dangerous 
local madman, Abulu, whose mystic prophecy 
of violence threatens the very core of their 
close-knit family.

He predicts that one of the brothers – a 
fisherman – will kill another. This evil 
prophecy of violence causes a deep rift 
between the brothers and starts to break 
the deep fraternal bonds, unleashing a tragic 
chain of events.

Told by shy nine-year-old Benjamin, The 
Fishermen combines classic African 
storytelling with contemporary fiction, and 
illuminates Nigeria in all its historical, 
political and cultural complexity.



The Moor's Account 
Laila Lalami

The Moor’s Account by Laila Lalami is a work of historical fiction 
following Estebanico, a Moroccan slave, who is one of four survivors 
of the failed Narváez expedition to colonise Spanish Florida in the 
sixteenth century. Of the four, his was the only testimony left off 
the record.

Lalami gives us Estebanico as history never did: as Mustafa, the 
vibrant merchant from Azemmur forced into slavery and a new 
name, and reborn as the first black explorer of the Americas, 
discovering and being discovered by hostile and compassionate 
tribes alike.

In Estebanico’s telling, the survivors’ journey across the New World 
transforms would-be conquerors into servants and outcasts into 
faith healers. He remains ever-observant, resourceful and hopeful 
that he might one day find his way back to his family, even as he 
experiences an unexpected (if ambiguous) camaraderie with his 
masters.



The Illuminations
Andrew O’Hagan

Anne Quirk’s life is built on stories -
the lies she was told by the man she 
loved and the fictions she told herself 
to survive. Nobody remembers Anne 
now, but in her youth she was an 
artistic pioneer, a creator of 
groundbreaking documentary 
photographs. Her beloved grandson 
Luke, a captain with the Royal Western 
Fusiliers in the British army, has 
inherited her habit of transforming 
reality. When his mission in 
Afghanistan goes horribly wrong, he 
returns to Scotland where the secrets 
that have shaped his family begin to 
emerge. He and Anne set out to 
confront a mystery from her past 
among the Blackpool Illuminations - the 
dazzling lights that brighten the 
seaside town as the season turns to 
winter.

The Illuminations, the fifth novel from 
Andrew O’Hagan, is a story of war, 
homecoming and families, showing there 
is no such thing as an ordinary life.

A Spool of Blue Thread 
Anne Tyler

‘It was a beautiful, breezy, yellow-and-
green afternoon…’ This is the way Abby 
Whitshank always begins the story of how 
she and Red fell in love that day in July 
1959. The whole family on the porch, 
relaxed, half-listening as their mother tells 
the same tale they have heard so many 
times before. And yet this gathering is 
different. Abby and Red are getting older, 
and decisions must be made about how best 
to look after them and their beloved family 
home. They’ve all come, even Denny, who 
can usually be relied on only to please 
himself.

From that porch we spool back through 
three generations of the Whitshanks, 
witnessing the events, secrets and 
unguarded moments that have come to 
define who and what they are. And while all 
families like to believe they are special, 
round that kitchen table over all those 
years we see played out the hopes and 
fears, the rivalries and tensions of families 
everywhere – the essential nature of family 
life.



The Man Booker Prize Longlist 2015

The Year of the Runaways 
Sunjeev Sahota

Thirteen young men live in a 
house in Sheffield, each in flight 
from India and in desperate 
search of a new life. Tarlochan, a 
former rickshaw driver, will say 
nothing about his past in Bihar; 
and Avtar has a secret that 
binds him to protect the choatic
Randeep. Randeep, in turn, has a 
visa-wife in a flat on the other 
side of town: a clever, devout 
woman whose cupboards are full 
of her husband's clothes, in case 
the immigration men surprise her 
with a call.

Sweeping between India and 
England, and between childhood 
and the present day The Year of 
the Runaways is a story of an 
unlikely family thrown together 
by circumstance.

The Green Road 
Anne Enright

The Green Road is a story of 
fracture and family, selfishness and 
compassion – a book about the gaps in 
the human heart and how we learn to 
fill them.

The children of Rosaleen Madigan 
leave the west of Ireland for lives 
they never could have imagined in 
Dublin, New York and various third-
world towns.  In her early old age 
their difficult, wonderful mother 
announces that she’s decided to sell 
the house and divide the proceeds. 
Her adult children come back for a 
last Christmas, with the feeling that 
their childhoods are being erased, 
their personal history bought and 
sold.



The Man Booker Prize Longlist 2015

Sleeping on Jupiter
Anuradha Roy

A train stops at a railway station. A young 
woman jumps off. She has wild hair, sloppy 
clothes, a distracted air. She looks Indian, 
yet she is somehow not. The sudden violence 
of what happens next leaves the other 
passengers gasping. The train terminates at 
Jarmuli, a temple town by the sea. Here, 
among pilgrims, priests and ashrams, three 
old women disembark only to encounter the 
girl once again. What is someone like her 
doing in this remote corner, which attracts 
only worshippers? Over the next five days, 
the old women live out their long-planned 
dream of a holiday together; their temple 
guide finds ecstasy in forbidden love; and 
the girl is joined by a photographer battling 
his own demons. The full force of the evil 
and violence beneath the serene surface of 
the town becomes evident when their lives 
overlap and collide. Unexpected connections 
are revealed between devotion and violence, 
friendship and fear, as Jarmuli is revealed as 
a place with a long, dark past that 
transforms all who encounter it.

Did You Ever Have a Family 
Bill Clegg

Lit by the clarity of understanding that 
true sadness brings, Did You Ever Have a 
Family is a story that reveals humanity at 
its worst and best, through loss and love, 
fracture and forgiveness. At the book’s 
heart is the idea of family – the ones we 
are born with and the ones we create – and 
the desire, in the face of everything, to go 
on living.

On the morning of her daughter’s wedding, 
June Reid’s house goes up in flames, 
destroying her entire family – her present, 
her past and her future.

The novel is a gathering of voices, and each 
testimony has a new revelation about what 
led to the catastrophe – Luke’s alienated 
mother Lydia, the watchful motel owners, 
their cleaner Cissy, the teenage pothead 
who lives nearby – everyone touched by the 
tragedy finds themselves caught in the 
undertow, as their secret histories finally 
come to light.



The Man Booker Prize Longlist 2015

A Brief History of Seven 
Killings 
Marlon James

On 3 December 1976, just weeks before 
the general election and two days before 
Bob Marley was to play the Smile Jamaica 
concert to ease political tensions, seven 
men from West Kingston stormed his 
house with machine guns. Marley survived 
and went on to perform at the free 
concert. But the next day he left the 
country and didn’t return for two years.

Inspired by this near-mythic event, A 
Brief History of Seven Killings takes the 
form of an imagined oral biography, told 
by ghosts, witnesses, killers, members of 
parliament, drug dealers, conmen, beauty 
queens, FBI and CIA agents, reporters, 
journalists, and even Keith Richards' drug 
dealer. The story traverses strange 
landscapes and shady characters, as 
motivations are examined – and questions 
asked.

A Little Life 
Hanya Yanagihara

A Little Life is a depiction of heartbreak, and 
a dark examination of the tyranny of memory 
and the limits of human endurance.

When four graduates from a small 
Massachusetts college move to New York to 
make their way, they're broke, adrift, and 
buoyed only by their friendship and ambition. 
There is kind, handsome Willem, an aspiring 
actor; JB, a quick-witted, sometimes cruel 
Brooklyn-born painter seeking entry to the 
art world; Malcolm, a frustrated architect at 
a prominent firm; and withdrawn, brilliant, 
enigmatic Jude, who serves as their centre of 
gravity. Over the decades, their relationships 
deepen and darken, tinged by addiction, 
success, and pride. Yet their greatest 
challenge, each comes to realize, is Jude 
himself, by midlife a terrifyingly talented 
litigator yet an increasingly broken man, his 
mind and body scarred by an unspeakable 
childhood, and haunted by what he fears is a 
degree of trauma that he'll not only be 
unable to overcome - but that will define his 
life forever.



The Man Booker Prize Longlist 2015

Lila
Marilynne Robinson

Neglected as a toddler, Lila was 
rescued by Doll.  Together they 
craft a life on the run, living 
hand-to-mouth with nothing but 
their sisterly bond.  But despite 
bouts of petty violence and 
moments of desperation, their 
shared life is laced with moments 
of joy and love. When Lila arrives 
in Gilead, she struggles to 
harmonise the life of her 
makeshift family and their days 
of hardship, and to forget the 
shame of her past, until a chance 
meeting, and an unlikely 
attachment, changes everything.

Revisiting the characters and 
setting of Marilynne Robinson’s 
Gilead and Home, Lila is a story 
about a girl living on the fringes 
of society in fear, awe and 
wonder.

The Chimes
Anna Smaill

Anna Smaill has created a world where 
music has replaced the written word 
and memories are carried as physical 
objects. Memory itself is forbidden by 
the Order, whose vast musical 
instrument, the Carillon, renders the 
population amnesiac.

The Chimes opens in a reimagined 
London and introduces Simon, an 
orphaned young man who discovers he 
has a gift that could change all of this 
forever. Slowly, inexplicably, Simon is 
beginning to remember – to wake up. 
He and his friend Lucien will eventually 
travel to the Order’s stronghold in 
Oxford, where they learn that nothing 
they ever believed about their world is 
true.


