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Blurb  
Thrown in prison for a crime he has 
not committed, Edmond Dantès is 
confined to the grim fortress of If. 
There he learns of a great hoard of 
treasure hidden on the Isle of Monte 
Cristo and he becomes determined not 
only to escape, but also to unearth the 
treasure and use it to plot the 
destruction of the three men 
responsible for his incarceration. 
Dumas' epic tale of suffering and 
retribution, inspired by a real-life case 
of wrongful imprisonment, was a huge 
popular success when it was first 
serialised in the 1840s. 



Blurb 
Hidden away in the Record Department 
of the sprawling Ministry of Truth, 
Winston Smith skilfully rewrites the 
past to suit the needs of the Party. Yet 
he inwardly rebels against the 
totalitarian world he lives in, which 
demands absolute obedience and 
controls him through the all-seeing 
telescreens and the watchful eye of 
Big Brother, symbolic head of the 
Party. In his longing for truth and 
liberty, Smith begins a secret love 
affair with a fellow-worker Julia, but 
soon discovers the true price of 
freedom is betrayal. 
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Blurb 
On the hottest day of the summer of 
1934, thirteen-year-old Briony Tallis 
sees her sister Cecilia strip off her 
clothes and plunge into the fountain in 
the garden of their country house. 
Watching her is Robbie Turner, her 
childhood friend who, like Cecilia, has 
recently come down from Cambridge.  
 
By the end of that day, the lives of all 
three will have been changed for ever. 
Robbie and Cecilia will have crossed a 
boundary they had not even imagined at 
its start, and will have become victims of 
the younger girl's imagination. Briony will 
have witnessed mysteries, and 
committed a crime for which she will 
spend the rest of her life trying to 
atone. 
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Blurb 
The tale is a superb blend of 
science fiction, mystery and 
thriller. Victor Frankenstein 
driven by the mad dream of 
creating his own creature, 
experiments with alchemy and 
science to build a monster 
stitched together from dead 
remains. Once the creature 
becomes a living breathing 
articulate entity, it turns on its 
maker and the novel darkens 
into tragedy. 



Blurb 
The Trilogy is three cleverly 
interconnected novels that exploit 
the elements of standard 
detective fiction and achieve a new 
genre that is all the more gripping 
for its starkness. 
In each story the search for clues 
leads to remarkable coincidences 
in the universe as the simple act of 
trailing a man ultimately becomes a 
startling investigation of what it 
means to be human. 
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Blurb 
Holden Caulfield is a seventeen- 
year-old dropout who has just been 
kicked out of his fourth school. 
Navigating his way through the 
challenges of growing up, Holden 
dissects the 'phony' aspects of 
society, and the 'phonies' 
themselves: the headmaster whose 
affability depends on the wealth of 
the parents, his roommate who 
scores with girls using sickly-sweet 
affection. 
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Blurb 
In a darkened room a young man 
sits telling the macabre and eerie 
story of his life - the story of a 
vampire, gifted with eternal life, 
cursed with an exquisite craving for 
human blood. 



Blurb 
Anna Karenina seems to have 
everything - beauty, wealth, 
popularity and an adored son. But she 
feels that her life is empty until the 
moment she encounters the 
impetuous officer Count Vronsky. 
Their subsequent affair scandalizes 
society and family alike, and soon 
brings jealousy and bitterness in its 
wake. Contrasting with this tale of 
love and self-destruction is the 
vividly observed story of Konstantin 
Levin, a man striving to find 
contentment and meaning to his life - 
and also a self-portrait of Tolstoy 
himself. 
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Blurb 
When a Victorian scientist propels 
himself into the year 802,701 AD, he 
is initially delighted to find that 
suffering has been replaced by 
beauty, contentment and peace. 
Entranced at first by the Eloi, an 
elfin species descended from man, he 
soon realises that this beautiful 
people are simply remnants of a once-
great culture - now weak and 
childishly afraid of the dark. But they 
have every reason to be afraid: in 
deep tunnels beneath their paradise 
lurks another race descended from 
humanity - the sinister Morlocks. And 
when the scientist's time machine 
vanishes, it becomes clear he must 
search these tunnels, if he is ever to 
return to his own era. 



Blurb 
Moby Dick is the story of Captain 
Ahab’s quest to avenge the whale 
that ‘reaped’ his leg. The quest is 
an obsession and the novel is a 
diabolical study of how a man 
becomes a fanatic. 
But it is also a hymn to 
democracy. Bent as the crew is on 
Ahab’s appalling crusade, it is 
equally the image of a co-
operative community at work: all 
hands dependent on all hands, 
each individual responsible for 
the security of each. 
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Blurb 
Emma Bovary is bored, trapped in her 
marriage. Emma Bovary is beautiful 
but stifled by the banality of 
provincial life. An ardent reader of 
sentimental novels, she longs for 
passion and seeks escape in fantasies 
of high romance, in voracious spending 
and, eventually, in adultery. But even 
her affairs bring her disappointment 
and the consequences are devastating.  
 
Flaubert's erotically charged and 
psychologically acute portrayal of 
Emma Bovary caused a moral outcry 
on its publication in 1857. It was 
deemed so lifelike that many women 
claimed they were the model for his 
heroine; but Flaubert insisted: 
'Madame Bovary, c'est moi.’. 
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Blurb 
Far in the future, the World Controllers 
have created the ideal society. Through 
clever use of genetic engineering, 
brainwashing and recreational sex and 
drugs all its members are happy 
consumers. Bernard Marx seems alone 
harbouring an ill-defined longing to break 
free. A visit to one of the few remaining 
Savage Reservations where the old, 
imperfect life still continues, may be the 
cure for his distress.. 
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Blurb 
Don Quixote has become so 
entranced by reading romances of 
chivalry that he determines to 
become a knight errant and pursue 
bold adventures, accompanied by his 
squire, the cunning Sancho Panza. As 
they roam the world together, the 
aging Quixote's fancy leads them 
wildly astray, tilting at windmills, 
fighting with friars, and distorting 
the rural Spanish landscape into a 
fantasy of impenetrable fortresses 
and wicked sorcerers. At the same 
time the relationship between the two 
men grows in fascinating subtlety. 

Kelmscott Literacy department 



Blurb 
Dorian Gray is the subject of a full-
length portrait in oil by Basil Hallward, 
an artist who is impressed and 
infatuated by Dorian's beauty; he 
believes that Dorian’s beauty is 
responsible for the new mode in his art 
as a painter. Through Basil, Dorian 
meets Lord Henry Wotton, and he soon 
is enthralled by the 
aristocrat's hedonistic worldview: that 
beauty and sensual fulfilment are the 
only things worth pursuing in life. 
Newly understanding that his beauty will 
fade, Dorian expresses the desire to 
sell his soul, to ensure that the picture, 
rather than he, will age and fade. The 
wish is granted, and Dorian pursues 
a libertine life of varied and amoral 
experiences, while staying young and 
beautiful; all the while his portrait ages 
and records every soul-corrupting sin. 
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Blurb 
Mr Charles Pooter is a respectable man. 
He has just moved into a very desirable 
home in Holloway with his dear wife 
Carrie, from where he commutes to his 
job of valued clerk at a reputable bank 
in the City. Unfortunately neither his 
dear friends Mr Cummings and Mr 
Gowing, nor the butcher, the 
greengrocer's boy and the Lord Mayor 
seem to recognise Mr Pooter's innate 
gentility, and his disappointing son Lupin 
has gone and got himself involved with a 
most unsuitable fiancee. 

Kelmscott Literacy department 



Blurb 
How thin is the line between good and 
evil? Dr Jekyll has been experimenting 
with his identity. He has developed a 
drug which separates the two sides of 
his nature and allows him to 
occasionally abandon himself to his 
most corrupt inclinations as the 
monstrous Mr Hyde. But gradually he 
begins to find that the journey back 
to goodness becomes more and more 
difficult, and the risk that Mr Hyde 
will break free entirely from Dr 
Jekyll’s control puts all of London in 
grave peril. 

Kelmscott Literacy department 



Blurb 
It starts with a withering portrait of a 
woman author writing begging letters to 
three different literary editors about her 
new novel. It's unremittingly racist about 
Jews and respectful to posh people. 
 
Lady Carbury is despicable, yet a loyal wife 
and loving mother of the stone-hearted, 
Felix. The foreign financier, Melmotte, is 
despised even by the author, let alone the 
"curs" who fawn on him – yet he achieves a 
kind of nobility, and is, ironically, found to 
leave a genuine fortune after his death. 
Henry James sneered at Trollope as having 
"a complete appreciation of the usual", but 
we recognise Melmotte as both unusual and 
real in the way that none of James' 
characters were in being a prescient 
portrait of the real-life swindlers Maxwell 
and Madoff. 
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Blurb 
One of the earliest works of ‘detective’ 
fiction with a narrative woven together 
from multiple characters, Wilkie Collins 
partly based his infamous novel on a 
real-life eighteenth century case of 
abduction and wrongful imprisonment. In 
1859, the story caused a sensation with 
its readers, hooking their attention with 
the ghostly first scene where the 
mysterious ‘Woman in White’ Anne 
Catherick comes across Walter 
Hartright. Chilling, suspenseful and 
tense in mood, the novel remains as 
emotive for its readers today as when it 
was first published. 

Kelmscott Literacy department 



Blurb 
Sal Paradise  a young innocent, joins his 
hero Dean Moriarty, a traveller and 
mystic, the living epitome of Beat, on a 
breathless, exuberant ride back and 
forth across the United States. Their 
hedonistic search for release or 
fulfilment through drink, sex, drugs and 
jazz becomes an exploration of personal 
freedom, a test of the limits of the 
American dream.  
 
One of the most influential and important 
novels of the 20th century, On the 
Road is the book that launched the Beat 
Generation and remains the bible of that 
literary movement. 
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Blurb 
When a plane crashes on a remote 
island, a group of schoolboys are the 
sole survivors. As the reality of their 
situation sets in, the boys attempt to 
establish control and their world 
gradually descends into brutal 
savagery. 
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Blurb 
You go into a bookshop and buy If on 
a Winter's Night a Traveller by 
Italo Calvino. You like it. But alas 
there is a printer's error in your 
copy. You take it back to the shop 
and get a replacement. But the 
replacement seems to be a totally 
different story. You try to track 
down the original book you were 
reading but end up with a different 
narrative again. This remarkable 
novel leads you through many 
different books including a 
detective adventure, a romance, a 
satire, an erotic story, a diary and a 
quest. But the real hero is you, the 
reader. 
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Blurb 
The story primarily concerns the 
young and mysterious millionaire Jay 
Gatsby and his quixotic passion and 
obsession for the beautiful former 
debutante Daisy Buchanan. 
 
The Great Gatsby explores themes of 
decadence, idealism, resistance to 
change, social upheaval, and excess, 
creating a portrait of the Jazz Age 
or the Roaring Twenties that has 
been described as a cautionary tale 
regarding the American Dream. 
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Blurb 
Gabriel García Márquez's great 
masterpiece is the story of seven 
generations of the Buendía family and 
of Macondo, the town they have built. 
Though little more than a settlement 
surrounded by mountains, Macondo 
has its wars and disasters, even its 
wonders and miracles. A microcosm of 
Columbian life, its secrets lie hidden, 
encoded in a book and only Aureliano 
Buendía can fathom its mysteries and 
reveal its shrouded destiny. Blending 
political reality with magic realism, 
fantasy with comic invention, One 
Hundred Years of Solitude is one of 
the most daringly original works of 
the twentieth century. 
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Blurb 
Jude Fawley is a rural stone mason with 
intellectual aspirations. Frustrated by 
poverty and the indifference of the 
academic institutions at the University 
of Christminster, his only chance of 
fulfilment seems to lie in his 
relationship with his unconventional 
cousin, Sue Bridehead. But life as social 
outcasts proves undermining, and when 
tragedy occurs, Sue has no resilience 
and Jude is left in despair. 
Hardy’s portrait of Jude, the idealist 
and dreamer who is a prisoner of his 
own physical nature, is one of the most 
haunting and desperate of his 
creations. Jude the Obscure is a dark 
yet compassionate account of the 
insurmountable frustrations of human 
existence which reflect Hardy’s 
yearning for the spiritual values of the 
past and his despair at their decline. 
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Blurb 
On an ordinary summer's 
afternoon, Alice tumbles down a 
hole and an extraordinary 
adventure begins. In a strange 
world with even stranger 
characters, she meets a grinning 
cat and a rabbit with a pocket-
watch, joins a mad tea-party and 
plays croquet with the Queen! Lost 
in this fantasy land, Alice finds 
herself growing more and more 
curious by the minute.. 
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Blurb 
The terrifying tale of Josef K., 
a respectable bank officer who 
is suddenly and inexplicably 
arrested and must defend 
himself against a charge about 
which he can get no information. 
Whether read as an existential 
tale, a parable, or a prophecy of 
the excesses of modern 
bureaucracy wedded to the 
madness of totalitarianism. 
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Blurb 
Is Moses Herzog losing his mind? His 
formidable wife Madeleine has left 
him for his best friend, and Herzog is 
left alone with his whirling thoughts - 
yet he still sees himself as a survivor, 
raging against private disasters and 
the myriad catastrophes of the 
modern age. In a crumbling house 
which he shares with rats, his head 
buzzing with ideas, he writes frantic, 
unsent letters to friends and enemies, 
colleagues and famous people, the 
living and the dead, revealing the 
spectacular workings of his 
labyrinthine mind and the innermost 
secrets of his troubled hear. 
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Blurb 
Set in the closing months of World 
War II, this is the story of a 
bombardier named Yossarian who is 
frantic and furious because 
thousands of people he has never 
met are trying to kill him. His real 
problem is not the enemy - it is his 
own army which keeps increasing the 
number of missions the men must fly 
to complete their service. If 
Yossarian makes any attempts to 
excuse himself from the perilous 
missions then he is caught in Catch-
22: if he flies he is crazy, and 
doesn't have to; but if he doesn't 
want to he must be sane and has to. 
That's some catch.. 
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Blurb 
‘Deep in the forest a call was sounding, and . . . 
he felt compelled to turn his back upon the 
fire, and to plunge into the forest.’ 
Half St. Bernard, half sheepdog, Buck is 
stolen away from his comfortable life as a pet 
in California and sold to dog traders. He soon 
finds himself aboard a ship, on its way to 
Northern Canada. Surrounded by cruelty, 
Buck’s natural instincts and behaviour begin to 
emerge as he works as a mail carrying sled 
dog, scavenging for food, protecting himself 
against other dogs and sleeping out in the cold 
snow. 
Sold to a group of American gold hunters who 
are inexperienced living in the wilderness, the 
dogs are treated badly and as misfortune 
besets them, Buck is saved by John Thornton. 
Indebted to his new master, Buck remains by 
Thornton’s side, saving him from drowning and 
protecting him with fierce loyalty throughout 
their time together. However, Buck can not 
deny the strong lure of the wilderness around 
him. 



Blurb 
Okonowo is the greatest warrior 
alive. His fame has spread like a 
bushfire in West Africa and he is 
one of the most powerful men of his 
clan. 
But he also has a fiery temper. 
Determined not to be like his 
father, he refuses to show 
weakness to anyone - even if the 
only way he can master his feelings 
is with his fists. When outsiders 
threaten the traditions of his clan, 
Okonowo takes violent action. Will 
the great man's dangerous pride 
eventually destroy him? 
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