
July 2018  NEWSLETTER
Italian Chef’s Visit 
Written by: Idil -10M and Safa – 10C 

On 12th June 2018 we had an astonishing experience with the Italian Chef as we didn’t know how to make 
homemade pasta before from scratch. The Italian Chef gave us a once in a life time opportunity which is going 
to help us with our GCSEs and also has given us some historical and cultural information about the Italian ravioli 
we made. She demonstrated to us a ravioli recipe that was filled with butternut squash, amaretti biscuit and 
caramelized onions which is a traditional Italian recipe. 
Pupils tweeted 
Idil: “I really enjoyed the experience we had and was glad to be given this opportunity”
Safa: “I thought it was nice to have an experience from someone who makes pasta everyday”
Lauren: It reminded me of ratatouille” Eleni Pisano
Eemaan:”I enjoyed every minute making the ravioli 
Sabina:”It was interesting”
Katie: “It was a very unique recipe” 
A big thank you to Anna Arnone from The HILSE Ltd for their 
support with making these arrangements. It was a fantastic 
opportunity which was appreciated by all year 9 and 10 students.

The food department would like to extend our gratitude to Eleni 
Pisano – Italian Chef for imparting her knowledge and giving 
students such a wonderful, fun experience. Please come back 
again.



Year 10 Activity Day
On Friday 6th July, Kelmscott hosted our annual activity day for Year 10 students.  This is an opportunity for 
students to attend taster sessions, learn 
valuable life and work skills, and to receive 
careers advice. 

For 40 of our students, this was a visit to Big 
Creative Education (BCE) on Blackhorse 
Road, where they attended masterclass 
workshops in DJing and Social Media.

For the students who remained at 
Kelmscott, there was a revolving programme 
of interesting activities with students taking 
part in several of the following:

There was a Mini World Cup and penalty 
shoot-out organised by the staff of Kelmscott 
Leisure Centre, which the students enjoyed 
enormously.  

In the hall, a Dragon’s Den game in which 
students were able to pitch an idea for 
a made up product to secure potential 
investment was a success for all involved 
(congratulations to the Cool Aid team for 
their winning pitch and securing £20,000 of 
investment!)

The Metropolitan Police worked tirelessly 
throughout the day to deliver fun team 
building and communication games. The 
students will never look at litter pickers, 
broomsticks and hula hoops in the same 
way again.  
We were also pleased to welcome The 
Royal Air Force, who provided both physical 
and mental challenges to our students 
– testing their spatial awareness, visual 
perception and problem solving skills.  

The Chartered Institute of Insurers gave an 
insight into the benefits of apprenticeships.  
We received many positive comments from 
students who had not previously considered 
this as a route into their chosen career.  
Later in the day, there was a chance for students to learn about the many exciting opportunities offered by a 

career in the RAF.

Life Works Group delivered some fantastic 
mentoring and life coaching. Feedback from 
students was incredibly positive, with one 
student saying that the information given was 
“interesting” and “made sense.”

London Fire Brigade provided career advice 
and a chance for students to get a taste of life 
as a firefighter.  An obstacle course was set up 
to simulate the rescue of a person from a smoke 
filled room. Our students faced the physical 
challenge of trying to manoeuvre a “casualty” 
to safety while wearing full firefighter’s uniform. 
It was an enjoyable session, but, in the words 
of one of our students, “much harder than it 
looked!” 



The day closed with a visit from Leyton Fire Station, who brought with 
them a fire truck. Students were allowed to get up close and personal with 
the truck, even being allowed to sound the siren.  An exciting end to a fun 
filled day!

We would like to thank the following people, without whom the day would 
not have been possible:

Acting Sergeant Steve Bradding, Luke, Dom, and Suraj of The Metropolitan 
Police.

Ali Mehmet of Life Works Group.

Angela Riley, Judith, Sasha, Simon, and all of the team at Walthamstow 
Leisure Centre.

Cath Gillespie and Phil Biggs of The Royal Air Force.

George Tsounias of The Chartered Insurers Institute.

Serina Apaloo of BCE for arranging the Masterclass Workshops.

Station Commander Rodney Vitalis, Jason, and Charlotte of London Fire 
Brigade.

The Crew of Leyton Fire Station.

CENLIG ENTERPRISE DAY
On Wednesday 13th June, a group of year 9 students went to Walthamstow School for girls as part of a Cenlig 
Enterprise Day. 

We worked with other schools in the borough like Eden School for Girls and Willowfield in order to develop our 
team and communication skills. 

During the day we participated in many activities, one of which consisted of making a sofa out of 25 balloons in 30 
minutes. The purpose of this activity was to develop our communication and time management skills that would 
eventually lead to the main purpose of the day; which was to produce a project that would benefit our local com-
munity. 

In the afternoon we went back into our groups to create a community action project. To support the project, 
£300,000 would be funded by government for the winning group to help make their project as successful as 
possible. Our group’s project was based on supporting victims of rape, helping them to overcome their struggles. 
Although we didn’t win we had fun participating and presenting our ideas. Overall during the day we all learnt lots 
of skills like resilience, teamwork, leadership and more; that would benefit us now and for our future.

Adeeba Rizwan 9C



Year 7 Trip to The Globe Theatre
On Tuesday 15th May, a group of year 7 students 
went on a trip to Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre 
to watch the Merchant of Venice. This was to 
prepare us for our year 8 studies as we will be 
learning about and looking more into the play. 
This trip was a fun and educational experience and 
gave us more of an understanding of the play.
The play had an element of comedy to it, and was 
entertaining as well as inspirational. The actors 
were brilliant and the theatre itself was beautiful. 
The story was about a Merchant called Antonio 
who had a friend called Bassiano.  Bassiano falls 
in love with a noble woman named Portia, but in 
order to bid for her love, he must borrow money 
from Antonio. All of Antonio’s money is tied up in 
his ships that are out at sea and so, he if forced 
to borrow money from Shylock. In return, Shylock 
asks that Antonio repays him with a pound of 
human flesh if he cannot repay the money he has 
borrowed!

We recommend this play, whether you read it or watch it because, from our own experience, it was amazing. 
By Kareena Myers 7E and Kristiana Thana 7L

YEAR 11 GCSE ART
The GCSE art show which took place on Friday 13th July celebrated the excellent work that has been produced by 
our Art students over their two year course. Some fabulous artwork was on display during the show and reflected 
the hard work that our GCSE students put in to their work. 

The themes explored were – Portraiture and Identity, Macbeth, Still Life, Places and Juxtaposition



CAREERS 
Friday 11th May
On Friday 11th May, 60 KS3 students took part in the City Pitch,  a Mayor’s Fund for London programme that 
helps pupils to plan and launch a community project, whilst providing opportunities for them to develop their 
leadership, project management and communication skills along the way. 

Friday 8th June
On Friday 8th June, we took 70 KS3 students to Kidzania London, an indoor City designed to empower kids.

 Students had the opportunity to  take charge of their learning and experience  60 real-life activities, for 
example Pilot Training, Cabin Crew, Fire Fighter, Fashion.

Wednesday 4th July
On Wednesday 4th July we held our Careers Drop Down Day 2018.  The day supported students’ in develop-
ing their interests, strengths and aspirations, as well as preparing them for life after Kelmscott.

Our 24 Career Ambassadors delivered various sessions based on CVs, payslips, employability skills, problem 
solving, self-management and teamwork. In addition these sessions, we had Angela from Reed, Cath Gillespie 
from the Royal Air Force, Tony from Street Style Surgery, Ali from Life Works Group and a number of volun-
teers from Barclays.  Thank you to everyone who attended and supported the day

Drop Down Day
On Wednesday 6th July we held our Careers Drop Down Day 2018.  The day supported students’ in developing 
their interests, strengths and aspirations, as well as preparing them for life after Kelmscott.

Our 24 Career Ambassadors delivered various sessions based on CVs, payslips, employability skills, problem 
solving, self-management and teamwork. In addition these sessions, we had Angela from Reed, Cath Gillespie 
from the Royal Air Force, Tony from Street Style Surgery, Ali from Life Works Group and a number of volun-
teers from Barclays.  Thank you to everyone who attended and supported the day. 
Ms Mehmet

YEAR 10 FASHION AND TEXTILES
Year 10 Fashion and Textiles GCSE students had the opportunity to show off their skills in garment making 
with a fashion show recently. The garments they designed and made had to include a variety of decoration 
techniques, including applique, hand embroidery and printing, that was influenced by the work of a famous 
artist.



Religion and Cultural Studies - 
Summer Curriculum Trips

BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir (Neasden Temple) 
and Central Gurdwara London
‘On our year 9 RCS trip, we visited one of the largest Hindu temples 
outside of India and the oldest Gurdwara in Europe. At the temple we 
were invited to watch an Arti ceremony taking place where various 
manifestations of God were revealed with chanting and offerings being 
made. Students also enjoyed the exhibition on the history of Hinduism 
and finally having a moment for selfies outside this grand, intricately 
carved building. From there we went on to the Central Gurdwara, where 
we were offered food, followed by an interesting talk on the history of 
Sikhism and the granthi singing some Punjabi Sikh verses to us from 
the Guru Granth Sahib. Our students, Miss Passa and Miss Heinemann 
thoroughly enjoyed this opportunity, the students and teachers saying it 
was one of the best school trips they had ever been on, students asking 
us to take them on another. Others confessed it was the best daal they had ever eaten at the Gurdwara, asking 
if they could take home the Sikh scarves they had originally been cautious about wearing, remarking also on 
how calm and at peace they felt inside the places of worship. Students are now left to anticipate how the RCS 
department can top this on their next trip’. 
Miss Heinemann 

During our trip to the Hindu temple and the Sikh Gurdwara on Monday 9th July2018 we were able to embrace 
the ideologies of different religions within their places of worship. The welcoming communities both gave us a 
brief introduction to their faiths. We were able to watch some Hindus and Sikhs putting their religious beliefs into 
practice. We were also offered some food for free in the Langar (kitchen) of the Sikh Gurdwara. Overall the trip 
was really helpful and allowed us to understand and experience these beliefs even if it was for a day. 
Feyza & Sabrina 9S

I really enjoyed the trip and I found it very interesting to find out about different beliefs and religions. I believe this 
insight has greatly benefitted me. Personally my favourite part of the trip was the prayer ceremony at the temple 
which I really enjoyed. I also found all the intricate designs on the temple very beautiful.
Camden Vardon 9L 

I really enjoyed the trip to the Hindu temple and Sikh place of worship. My favourite part was the food in the 
Gurdwara. I really liked the food and I’m glad that everyone that visits can enjoy this meal. I learnt about Hindu 
beliefs and how the temple was built. I found it very beautiful. The prayer room was grandly decorated.
Ruzilsa Da Costa Cardoso 9L



Brick Lane
On our year 7 RCS trip, we went on a walking tour around the Brick Lane area and 
visited one of the first commissioner churches in London. On our walking tour we looked 
at the architecture around the Brick Lane area and how it’s been utilised differently in 
the different centuries. Students were amazed to see street signs written in Bengali and 
were interested to know why this was the case. 

Pupils also had an opportunity to sit in Weaver’s field and sketch the ever changing 
landscape, focusing on the old and the new, some even focusing on how it will look in 
the future. One student commented that in the future the focus will be more on virtual 
reality than physical which was really interesting to hear.

Students then had an opportunity to visit the beautifully designed Christ Church in Spitalfields, where they sang 
hymns and listened to the history of the Huguenot settlers and even got to meet one in person! Students were in awe 
of how massive the organ in the Church was and were absolutely shocked to hear that it boasts over 2000 pipes. 
Students really enjoyed the trip and were eager to know when they can go on their next RCS trip.  
Miss Ahmed

Kelmscott School Growing Club
WOW! What a lovely harvest of lettuce, radishes, beetroot and courgettes grown by our very own Growing Club.  
The vegetables were picked yesterday by the growing club, then washed and prepared by our kitchen staff and 
served at lunch time in the school canteen.  Delicious!

Many thanks to Mr Ngrandi who runs the growing club and to Stanimira Slavcheva, Tsvetelina Tsvetanova, Yana 
Tifonova, Yakub Selchuk, Meltem Bakir and Carl Elliott who have worked so hard this year to produce such a 
lovely crop.



Celebration Evening 2018
On the 28th June we held our annual Celebration Evening.  This is 
an opportunity for us to celebrate success and to share it with par-
ents, carers and other members of the school community.

Our MC, for the second year running, was former Head Boy, Jack 
Copland, who, having left Kelmscott, returned to do a wonderful 
job of introducing presenters, performers and winners, and keep-
ing the evening flowing

First to the stage were Year 7 students Alex Vlad and Gouri Alady 
Rajagopalan, who gave interesting speeches about their experi-
ences during their first year at Kelmscott.

After the presentation of the Year 7 awards, it was the role of our 
Choir, led by Ms Livingston to entertain our guests.  First up was 
the Michael Jackson classic “Man in the Mirror.”  This was followed, 
after Years 8 and 9 awards, by Netta’s 2018 Eurovision Song Con-
test winner “Toy.”  We think everyone present would have given the 
choir 12 points!

Next came the Year 10 awards, then the audience were treated 
to a stop motion film by one of our incredibly talented GCSE CDA 
students, Ana Ungureanu.

Following this, it was the turn of our YHC (Youth Health Champions) and VAWG (Violence Against Women and 
Girls) Peer Champions to accept awards for the valuable work they have taken part in over the past year. The YHC 
Awards were presented by Catherine Hutchinson, Public Health Strategist for LBWF, with the VAWG Peer Champi-
on Awards being presented by Marcella Amartey and Emma Cashman of Safer London.

Our poetry club delivered a thought provoking, positive, and ultimately uplifting reading of their own compositions 
“Be True to Yourself” – Bitesize Poetry.

The evening drew to a close with the presentation of our special 
awards, including The Jack Petchey Award, Salaam Peace Com-
munity Award, and the Sports Recognition And Community Awards, 
both sponsored by The Metropolitan Police. 

The last award of the evening was The Headteacher’s Award.  
Kelmscott has many outstanding students, so many that it is often 
difficult to decide who should carry off the trophy!  This year, it 
was impossible to whittle the list of exceptional students down to 
one, and the Headteacher’s Award went to Tharshan Vijayakuma-
ran and Asen Ivanov.  Sadly, Tharshan was not able to be with us 
to accept his award, so a pre-recorded film of him accepting both 
his Jack Petchey Award and the Headteacher’s award was shown.  
Asen had rushed back to Kelmscott from Derbyshire, where he 
was completing his Duke of Edinburgh Silver Award, arriving just in 
time for the presentation.

We would especially like to thank Kiri Tunks (Chair of Governors) 
and Bill Onwusah (Former Chair of Governors), for stepping in at 
the last moment to present additional awards, and all of our pre-
senters, guests, award winners, performers, parents, and staff for 
making the evening a memorable one.  We hope to see you all 
next year!



#WeareSilent
The #WeareSilent campaign was a campaign in which people had a voice. - the VAWG Peer Champions –for 
those whose voices were supressed.

As Peer Champions for VAWG we knew there are parts of our community who are silenced due to violence 
in their homes so we used activism to raise awareness and convey the message. We understand that the 
scale and severity of domestic violence may not be recognised so people do not speak about it on behalf of 
“victims”; we used our campaign to urge people to stop their silence and speak up.

As an integral part of our campaign on the 8th June, all of the VAWG Peer Champions remained silent for 
many parts of the day to portray the silence that people have to face on a daily basis. 

We used masks which had the message ~StoptheSilence written on them for a visual message for our 
audience.  We printed T shirts displaying our VAWG logo and had different relevant domestic violence 
statistics on the back. 

While staying silent we were also raising funds to donate to local charities helping the victims of domestic 
abuse. Over the course of a week we were able to raise £683.98.

Prior to the #WeareSilent campaign we had delivered assemblies to all year groups raising awareness of the 
different aspects of unhealthy relationships. We included LGBT couples and male victims in our role plays.

We gained publicity from Waltham Forest Guardian and Waltham Forest News and have been featured in 
article in Teacher magazine.  

We hope that through our project and campaigns we have encouraged a person to seek help and not to stay 
silent if they are experiencing an unhealthy relationship, suffering in a violent domestic situation, or know 
someone who is.

For more information about VAWG please visit www.walthamforest.gov.uk and search VAWG.

If you are affected by domestic violence, call the national Domestic Violence Helpline on 0808 2000 247



Activity Day
Year 7s were treated to a trip to Southend Adventure Island on Thursday 
5th July.  This was a wonderful day for students and form tutors to spend 
a fun day together celebrating the successes of the academic year. 

We all left Kelmscott bright and early to head to Southend on the train; all 
students enjoyed seeing the countryside and looked out eagerly for their 
first glimpse of the sea. Their behaviour on the hot crowded train was ex-
cellent and we received many compliments from members of the public.  

On arriving at Southend they had 
one final walk down the hill before 
reaching Adventure Island itself.  
Everyone then was able to enjoy 
rides, donuts, slushes, sweets and 
so much more. The ride which ev-
eryone enjoyed even if they said it 
was scary was RAGE! The ride that 
goes up and down and has many 
twists and turns. Some however preferred the more gentle rides or the dod-
gems on which some spent their entire day!  An exhausted but happy group 
made the journey back uphill to the station for the train home. 

All staff and students had an amazing day and we all look forward to another 
fun and exciting trip next year. 

Sports Day
Year 7s found out what Kelmscott Sports Day looked and felt like on Friday 6th July. Students have been working 
all year to gain points for this yearly event during which all students get to participate in various activities.  
Students took part in many events including discus, 80m sprint,  press ups, basketball shoot, and the most 
challenging event ‘rest in stands’ which meant being quiet and still for a whole 3 minutes.  All events gain points 
and the most points mean that one tutor group will come out on top. Competition was fierce and all the tutor 
groups loudly supported their representatives in each event.

Before the final totals had been calculated and the winners were announced, the invitation events took place. 
Two students from each form took part in a 100m sprint and four students from each tutor group took part in a 4 x 
100m relay. The top three in each race received a medal on the podium.  What a race we had!  The 100m sprint 
saw five boys and one girl take part in the final.  We had a clear winner with 2nd, 3rd and 4th being very close! 
Our winners were Mical 7C,  Tajay 7S  and Jamarl 7M.  Our relay race saw six tutor groups take part and our 
winners were 7S in second place 7L and third place 7K. 

Our winners of sports day for year 7 2018 were 7M who received their award of a trophy and each student and 
tutor received a winners keyring. Well done to 7M, Ms Sugathan and Ms Dalton. 

Congratulations  to all on their hard work and dedication to sport on the hottest day of the year.



*Queens Boundary summer fete
On a scorching Saturday 1st July 2018 the VAWG (Violence Against 
Women and Girls) Peer Champions, PE Ambassadors and Gardening 
Club members  attended the Queens Boundary summer fete in Thomas 
Gamuel park.

The VAWG Champions, supported by Miss Hamilton and Miss Ereira,  
encouraged visitors present to swap out unhealthy foods choices for 
healthier equivalents and gave out ‘Change for Life’ smart packs. 
We also played a game where children would discard unhealthy food 
options into a greedy gorilla’s mouth and collect healthy foods on a 
bingo card. Prizes were handed out for completed bingo cards. 

We also promoted good body image to our community by using both 
“Violet” and our new mascot “Victor” where people would write their 
name age and one thing they liked about themselves. For each image 
completed a prize was presented. 

The completed “Violet” and 
“Victor” images will feature 
on a display in the school.                                                                                                          

We were joined by three 
Year 10 and one Year 11 

PE Ambassadors. Their team organised and ran a “Beat the Goalie” 
competition.  Any footballer scoring 3 penalties won a prize and their 
time was recorded. The fastest time in each category won a Russia 
2018 football.  

Winners: 

Members of the Gardening Club, together with Mr Ngirandi and Miss 
Kelley, joined in helping to weed and plant in the communal garden 
areas.

The organisers kindly gave all Kelmscott participants plenty of cold drinks and a delicious BBQ lunch.

It was a fun packed day and we all had a fantastic time. We cannot wait to be invited back next year!!

Well done to all the Kelmscott volunteers and thank you to Miss Stone for taking the wonderful photographs.

Olivia and Gabriel –VAWG Champions



Health in Schools Steering Group
On Wednesday 20th June 2018 Jessica Tunks and Ida Saidy attended the Health in Schools Steering Group 
meeting at Walthamstow Town Hall to share their experiences of the VAWG Project. Here Ida reports back on their 
attendance.

The Steering Group was extremely beneficial for us. Jess and I shared our experiences of the VAWG programme. 
We critically assessed it, mentioning the pros and cons and exploring how it benefitted us. I enjoyed it because 
the audience was welcoming, listened attentively to us and showered us with praise. We gained an insight on how 
health professionals view issues in our community and how they are actively working together to tackle them; I 
would love to repeat this experience again.

Ida Saidy

Healthy Schools London Celebration Event
On 28th of June 2018 the YHC and VAWG Champions attended the Healthy Schools London celebration event at 
City Hall where we received the Gold Award. 

At this event we heard different stories from different people as they told us about their experiences and how their 
school carried out different healthy campaigns.

It was very inspiring for us to see how young school representatives perceived their messages about sexual 
health and other mature topics. 

Finally with great pleasure we were allowed to gain a gold award for our school which was presented to us by 
Joanne McCartney, the Deputy Mayor of London. It was a huge honour for us as a team to attend the award 
together as we felt totally privileged that not only did our school gain their second award, but we were the only 
secondary school in Walthamstow to gain a gold award. 

Subhana and Hani

 

Sixth Form News
It has been another successful year for our Sixth Form. All our pupils have places at Colleges on courses such 
as Engineering, Childcare and Hair and Beauty. One student accepted an offer of  a one year internship with the 
NHS which we hope will lead to a full time job.

We ended the year by organizing Introductory Driving lessons for all Year 12 students. Lessons took place in 
the playground whilst the rest of our students were on trips or sports day. I am happy to report that the lessons 
were a success, though one waste bin had a narrow escape! The lessons were funded from profits made by the 
school stationary shop which is run mainly by the Sixth Form. To end the Year, we went by train to Southend. A 
long walk down the pier was followed by traditional fish and chips. The day was rounded off by a visit to Adventure 
Land. As usual, our Sixth Formers’ behaviour was a credit to themselves, parents and the school. 


