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Duchess of Cornwall visits Walthamstow
On Tuesday 13th March Mrs Parvez, Ms Dempsey and a group 
of Year 10 students were invited to Barn Croft Primary School 
to greet the Duchess of Cornwall.  Kelmscott, in partnership 
with Barn Croft and some other local schools, are working 
together to improve the quality of provision for local children.  
This visit was one of the first joint activities of the partnership 
to take place.  The Duchess, who is married to Prince Charles, 
our future king, came to visit as part of the commonwealth 
celebrations.  Students from Barn Croft, Kelmscott, Willowfield 
and Coppermill Primary waved flags and greeted her as she 
arrived.  The Duchess took time to speak to some of the school 
children and parents before she left.

Many of the Kelmscott students who attended were ex-Barn 
Croft students and they enjoyed the chance to visit their old 
school as much as the royal visit; many had a quick tour of 
the school before catching up with some of their ex-teachers.  
The mayor was also in attendance and our students took the 
opportunity to have their photograph taken with the mayor 
before everyone left.



MEDIACOM & Me 
working in Partnership with The Transformation Trust and Kelmscott School
Year 11 Students attended six sessions at 
MEDIACOM Holborn offices exploring planning, 
media buying and media beyond advertising, 
TED – entertainment group, direct response and 
real world insight.  The students were immersed 
in the creative world of content and connections, 
the world of MEDIACOM.  Students left motivated 
with transferable skills including problem solving, 
critical thinking, teamwork, presentation skills, 
confidence and an insight into Media industry 
jobs.  On graduation students met Josh Krichefski, 
MEDIACOM CEO. 
Josh Krichefski inspirational words;
‘I wanted to be the best me.  We are all different, 
always accept who you are and do the best you 
can, play to your strengths.’ ‘Dig deep – what do 
you really care about?’ ‘Enjoy it – do the best you  

can, do your best.’
‘Try to ignore fear.  We are all scared.  Failure happens.  You learn from it.  
Don’t be scared of failure….go for it!’ 
Nicola Thomas, Programme Coordinator for Transformation Trust ;
‘It has been wonderful to see the students so engaged, and watch their 
confidence grow throughout the programme. They put  maximum effort 
in every session and should be very proud of their achievements.’
Transformation Trust – investing in our future talent to realise ambitions 
and instil self-esteem.  Funded entirely through the support of the private 
sector, the Transformation Trust works with schools across the country to 
make a difference to the lives – and futures – of young people who need 
that extra help.
www.mediacom.com/uk
http://www.transformationtrust.org.uk



Professional Speed Mentoring Day 
Thursday 8th February 2018

On Thursday 8th February 2018, Kelmscott welcomed guests from a wide variety of businesses, local government, and public services 
to meet with our Year 9, 10 and 11 students.
The aim of this day was to encourage students to explore a diverse range of career paths, and to give them the opportunity to 
discover routes into careers which they may not have previously considered.
These are some of the comments made by the Interviewers on the evaluation sheets.
“Overall, I feel that this event was very beneficial, and a great experience for myself and the students, however, the time limit that 
each student had to ask questions within was a little bit tight, 
besides that everything was organised great!”
“Great event – very helpful – I will attend again soon.”
“Very good!”
“Great opportunity to open up kid’s minds to employment and to 
ask questions.”
“Good eye opener to build understanding about the personality 
and drive of the student and why they want to be successful, and 
what area they think they should work on when leaving the room 
and sit down.”
“Well organised. Felt valued and appreciated. As a nudge/reminder 
to get students thinking about careers future it’s a useful day – 
very impressed by most students. The event also supports shaking 
hands, body language – all good for their future career, education 
and employability skills.”
“The event was well organised. I believe more events like this will 
help the students to great lengths. Most students have such a 
positive attitude.”
“I really enjoyed speaking to the youth.”
“It was very useful for the students and interesting to see what they asked. I was advising students to stay motivated and keep going.”
“Timing allowed varied depending on student! Some of the students came with very set ideas of their future career path and I’m not 
sure that all of them found chatting to me helpful- but I hope some did! Had some fascinating conversations with some wonderful young 
people. Thanks for having me ”
“Good participation by students. Majority of students already  had a good idea what they wanted to do which was really good.”
“Very enjoyable first time attendee. Real mix of students – some very focussed, others a very long way from knowing what they would 
like to do.”
“I feel students found this helpful, although my profession didn’t suit all I was still able to relate my position to their career choices.”
“Good to have a number of students with real dreams/ hearts desires they were testing, looking at what’s required. Some very talented, 
and outgoing. Thanks for the energising experience for me. Could we be told what the pupils think they gain please. Could/would benefit 
from a “what’s needed” training event where 2/3 people to share common issues across all vocations/jobs/employments.”
The day was a great and very enjoyable success.  We would like to thank all of our interviewers.
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 Kelmscott Celebrates 
International Women’s Day

Kelmscott celebrates its fourth year of ‘International Women’s Day’. Each year a theme is followed, this year the 
theme is #pressforprogress. Staff sent names of women who had inspired them, and also those who felt they 
pressed for progress in society now and in the past.  Some of the people Kelmscott community got to find out 
about were: 

Halet Çambel was a Turkish archaeologist and Olympic fencer in 1936. She was the first Muslim woman to com-
pete in the Olympic Games. She played a key role in the decryption of Hittite hieroglyphics with the help of the 
Phoenician alphabet after their discovery of Karatepe Bilingual Inscription.

Noor-un-Nisa Inayat Khan, aka Nora INAYAT-KHAN, was a British heroine of World War II renowned for her service 
in the Special Operations Executive. She also went by the name Nora Baker and was a published author of Indian 
and American descent who was posthumously awarded the George Cross for her service in the SOE, the high-
est civilian decoration in the UK. As an SOE agent she became the first female wireless operator to be sent from 
Britain into occupied France, to aid the French Resistance during World War II, and was Britain’s first Muslim war 
heroine.

 Joan of Arc “The Maid of Orléans” is considered a heroine of France for her role during the Lancastrian phase 
of the Hundred Years’ War and was canonized as a Roman Catholic saint. Joan said she received visions of the 
Archangel Michael, Saint Margaret, and Saint Catherine of Alexandria instructing her to support Charles VII and 
recover France from English domination late in the Hundred Years’ War. The uncrowned King Charles VII sent Joan 
to the siege of Orléans as part of a relief mission. She gained prominence after the siege was lifted only nine days 
later. Several additional swift victories led to Charles VII’s coronation at Reims. This long-awaited event boosted 
French morale and paved the way for the final French victory.

Charlotte Cooper was a female tennis player from England who won five singles titles at the Wimbledon Champi-
onships and in 1900 became Olympic champion. In winning in Paris on July 11th 1900, she became the first female 
Olympic tennis champion as well as the first individual female Olympic champion. After giving birth to her second 
child she went on to win her final Wimbledon Championship. Cooper had an offensive style of playing, attacking 
the net when the opportunity arose. Her excellent volleying skills stood out at a time when this was still a rarity in 
ladies tennis.

What can you do to #pressforprogress

 



An interview with star student 
Asen Ivanov

Asen Ivanov has recently had much success in his extracurricular activities. 
He has also been a guest on Education in Focus on the Eman Channel along 
with Mr Elfallah.
He recently won the Nida Trust Rising Stars Gold Award for his community 
work. He was also nominated for “cadet of the borough” from his Police Ca-
det group. He also managed to achieve a Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award 
and is now working towards achieving a Silver Award.
Asen was interviewed about his achievements and here is what he had to 
say.
1) Please tell us about the Nida Trust Rising Stars award
 The Nida Trust Awards had 5 sections and one of the them was for   

community work. I was nominated for it and after an interview process 
managed to get the Gold award. I volunteer in the community with   
Salaam Peace and coach children and people with disabilities. I also   
work with the Police Cadets and lead a class. I also participated in a   
meeting looking at ways of making the borough safer. 

2) Please tell us about the “cadet of the borough award”
 I am a leader in the cadets and I give drills to a group of about 20   

 students. I teach Junior cadets, I volunteer and give my time to teach  
 them. I was nominated by an ex sergeant for this award.  

3) Please tell me about the Duke of Edinburgh award!
 The Duke of Edinburgh award has the 3 sections, physical, volunteering  

 and skills. Once you complete all 3, you receive an award to show your  
 resilience, hard work. 

4) How do you feel?
 I feel delighted and so happy. I didn’t think I would get all 3 awards so  

 I am really honoured. I am really grateful to the cadets, Salaam Peace  
 and the school for nominating me and putting me forward.

5) What else do you do?
 I am a Prefect and Executive Council Rep. I have a duty to look after other 

students and put forward views of students and suggest changes in the 
school.

6) What do you plan to do in the future? 
 I will carry on pushing myself to the limit to achieve my goals and make  
 my hopes and dreams real.


