
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

2nd October 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Weekly Update 
 
I hope this letter finds you and your families well.  Another Friday and another update following another 
positive week in school.  Walking the corridors, you could not tell that we are in the midst of a challenging 
situation globally, as all you can hear is the purposeful murmur of students learning – very impressive 
indeed under the circumstances. 
 
This coming Monday, 5th October, is our virtual Tutor/Parent Day.  Please note students will not be 
required to attend school in person on this day and will be marked as present once the scheduled 
telephone meeting has taken place.  Likewise, if the telephone meeting does not go ahead students will 
be marked as absent for the day.  I hope you find your telephone meeting useful in ascertaining how well 
your child is doing so far this year, as well as an opportunity to ask any questions you may have of staff.  
A reminder too that on Thursday, 8th October we have a late start following the Open Evening which 
will take place the previous night. I would also like to highlight the staggered start times as per my letter 
of last week: 

 Year 7   10:30 hrs 

 Year 8  10:40 hrs 

 Year 9  10:40 hrs 

 Year 10  10:50 hrs 

 Year 11  10:55 hrs 

 Year 12  10:50 hrs 
 
We continue to monitor the situation regarding Covid-19 and specifically the use of masks in schools.  As 
you are aware, up until this point, masks have been optional for staff and students.  Given the increase in 
the R-rate nationally and in London, we have made a decision that masks must be worn at changeover 
points in the Year 8 and 11 corridors upstairs.  These are the only two areas where it is nigh on impossible 
for us to remain a safe distance away from one another.  Students in Years 8 and 11 only will need to 
bring a plain mask in to school.  New routines will be established at the end of registration and lessons 
where students put on their masks prior to exiting the classroom and entering another.  We will monitor 
to see if students in those year groups have masks, and include this in our Disruption Free Learning checks 
at the beginning of each day.  Your support here, especially ensuring students have masks each day, is 
much appreciated. 
 
Students in other year groups do not have to wear a mask as they enter and exit their classrooms through 
outside doors where a safe distance can be maintained. 
 
We welcomed our new School Based Police Officer to school this week, PC Simon Owers.  Every secondary 
school across London is allocated an officer who works as part of the school staff during the school week.  
The rationale behind it, for those interested, is to provide an opportunity for students in schools to build 
a positive relationship with an officer, that will then hopefully foster positive relationships with other police 
officers that young people may encounter in their communities.  



Finally, my assembly today kicked off Black History Month.  I took the opportunity to introduce Frederick 
Douglass, the man behind our motto this year, “Be Strong, Be Cheerful, Be Brave”, as well as introducing 
the concept of ‘white privilege’ and the Black Lives Matter movement.  Something to talk about with your 
child this weekend perhaps? 
 
As always, if you have any questions or queries, please do not hesitate to get in contact. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr Sam Jones 
Headteacher 


