
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17th December 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
I hope this letter finds you and your families well.  
 
What a term this has been!  From a personal point of view, it has certainly been the most 
challenging term of my career to date.  Having said that, I feel we should be very proud of the 
achievements we have made as a school community.  I talked at the start of the term about three 
key priorities: 

1) Keeping our community safe 

2) Teaching excellent lessons 

3) Having a plan in place were we to work remotely again 
 
I believe that we have delivered well on these priorities.  We recorded just 19 positive cases in 
students this whole term, which, in a school of nearly 1000 students, is very impressive.  This is 
testament to the exceptional way that staff and students adapted to our new ways of working.  This 
has allowed us to maintain Kelmscott as a safe working environment.  
 
Throughout the last four months, the corridors and classrooms in school have been calm and 
purposeful with students focused very much on their learning.  Three longer sessions seems to 
have worked very well with deeper learning taking place that has allowed us to address some of the 
gaps in skills and knowledge caused by Lockdown One. 
 
Watching the recorded lessons from a student perspective these past two days, whilst observing the 
small number of students who have been in school, I have been really impressed with the good 
quality education that recorded lessons have provided us.  I hope your experience at home has 
been positive too, I would welcome your feedback both good and bad.  Clearly there is much that 
we can improve on further and plans are afoot to address this with staff after the holidays. 
 
I write this letter with a number of government announcements hot off the press.  Firstly, a 
staggered start for secondary school students in January.  It looks as if Year 11 students, as 
exam students, will be in as expected on 5th January but it may be remote learning for Years 7 to 
10.  More details on this will follow over the coming days and weeks and it may all be subject to 
change if the infection rates locally do not come down.  I will write to families of course, early in the 
New Year, to confirm details for school resuming in January. 
 
We are also hearing information that schools will be managing Rapid Testing for Covid-19 in 
January.  This would allow us to test staff and students who are identified as close contacts and 
reduce the number of staff and students being sent home to isolate as a result.  This would be a 
very positive step forward but there are many logistical issues to resolve before this can be 
operational.  Again, more information to follow about this in the New Year when we know more.  
 



To slightly more mundane matters; we have decided to postpone our Year 7 Parents Evening 
which was scheduled for Thursday, 7th of January.  We will push this back very slightly and I will 
confirm the new arrangements for this too early in the New Year.  The Year 9 reports will be sent 
via the app to Year 9 families in the New Year, we hope you like the new style and format of these 
reports.   
 
We have decided to ban all fizzy drinks in school effective from January.  Too many students 
arrive at school each morning with highly sugared, highly caffeinated fizzy drinks.  I'm sure families 
would agree with me, that these are not good for a person's health nor their capacity to learn 
effectively in school. 
 
Some really positive news to finish on.  We received £830 in donations to our Kelmscott Food 
Bank this last month, what a generous school community we have – many thanks.  Please get in 
contact on foodbank@kelmscott.waltham.sch.uk if we can arrange a delivery of items such as tins 
of fruit vegetables, pasta, Rice and suchlike. 
 
We now have nearly 3/4 of our families using our school app MyEd.  Many thanks for engaging 
with this.  This has been extremely helpful as we've had to push out numerous communications to 
our community these past few weeks with the situation locally and nationally changing so quickly 
and suddenly.  If you are yet to download the app, can I please ask that you do so as there 
will be communications sent over the Christmas holiday.  A reminder that you can use the app to 
see what rewards and consequences your child has received in each of their lessons too and it is an 
easy way to communicate with us from your end. 
 
Can I take this opportunity to thank you for all of your support this term.  I hope you and your 
families manage some quality time together as well as recharging your batteries, ready for the 
challenges that the New Year will bring.  Happy Christmas to those of you celebrating.  I wish all of 
you a happy and healthy New Year. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr Sam Jones  
Headteacher 
 


