
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

4th December 2020 
 

 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
I hope this letter finds you and your families well? 
 
A Covid update for you as always.  There have been three positive cases of Covid-19 
confirmed in students this week and one positive case amongst the staff.  This has a big 
impact of course as when we track and trace close contacts to those positive cases, it 
usually results in approximately thirty students being sent home. 
 
I still believe it is important to contextualise these positive cases though as since 
September we have only had twelve positive cases in students and four in staff with a 
number of those cases over the holiday.  In a school community of more than 1000, these 
numbers are still relatively low. 
 
We can receive news of a positive test at any time of the day and night including 
weekends.  Our track and trace systems starts then with staff giving up their time in the 
evenings and at weekends to identify close contacts and then contact families to inform 
them.  
 
Two cases this week were only confirmed to us quite late in the school day.  This left a very 
small window for us to track and trace and inform students as well as supplying a letter to 
take home to families.  The number of days that close contacts have to isolate for varies 
each time in accordance with when the student tested for the virus or when their 
symptoms began. 
 
We will always do our best to communicate in a timely manner as well as trying to put 
students and families minds at rest as best we can. 
 
Thursday 10th of December was due to be Parents’ Evening for Year 11.  This will now 
be a remote event with teachers calling families to give an update in each of the student’s 
subjects.  We are using the last two weeks of the school term to catch up on the Autumn 
Exam series for Year 11 as a number of students missed their exam due to self-isolation at 
the time. It is likely that the Year 7 Parents’ Evening on the 7th of January next year 
will be a remote event too, more information to follow in due course. 
 
I have been asked by Heathcote School to provide information about their Sixth Form 
which may be of interest to our older students.  Other colleges and Sixth Forms are 
available of course, with good information in lieu of open days on all College and Sixth 



Form websites. 
 
We have endured a difficult week at school in terms of cold and wet weather.  We are 
aware that one or two of the bubble playgrounds leave students exposed to the elements.  
We hope to have a plan in place in the very near future to address this. 
 
Two weeks today, Friday, the 18th of December we break up for the Christmas holidays.  I 
just wanted to remind families that this will be a half day for students.  Students will be 
dismissed at the end of session 2 at 12:30.  We are planning the usual celebration 
assemblies for year groups although they will look slightly different this year given the 
circumstances we find ourselves in. 
 
 
As always, if you have any questions or queries, please do not hesitate to get in contact. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Mr Sam Jones 
Headteacher 
 
 
 


