
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3rd July 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I hope this letter finds you and your family well.  This week has been the busiest week in school, since 
lockdown began, with three different groups of students on site.  There was a real buzz in the air on 
Monday as we prepared to welcome back Year 10 for some lessons, and Years 7 and 8 for their 
meetings with staff.  Year 10 lessons have gone really well, we have seen nearly 70 Year 10 students, 
and after a relatively slow start, some excellent learning has taken place in their core subjects as well as 
one option subject for each student.  This will now continue for the remaining two weeks of the school 
year. 
 
We took a decision a number of weeks back to purchase textbooks to lend to Year 10 in all of their GCSE 
subjects.  We felt this would be an excellent study resource for Year 10 over the summer holidays and 
into and through Year 11.  We have been busy numbering, stamping and allocating those textbooks to 
individual students and have bagged up an individual bag for each student to collect.  Tutors will 
reiterate this during their phone calls next week, but Year 10 students are welcome to come into school 
to our main reception to collect and sign for their loaned books from Monday the 6th of July. 
 
I am very pleased that we have been able to welcome Year 7 and 8 back this week for their pastoral 
meetings; how we have missed those smiles.  I hope that the meetings have given students and indeed 
yourselves confidence for when we return to school in September.  We look forward to welcoming Year 
9 in for their meetings later next week.  Years 7, 8 and 9 students have been able to collect a stationery 
pack, that we are providing for every student, to help them with their summer project.  Details about the 
summer project will be coming out next week.  If you missed your appointment this week, please call on 
the school number and we will be able to rearrange that appointment for you. 
 
We are proud that we have been here for our community throughout the lockdown period.  To that end, 
we have been giving much thought to what we can offer to students and families over the summer 
holidays.  I am excited to be able to announce that the Kelmscott Summer School will be open 
throughout August.  We will open on Mondays and Thursdays between 9 o'clock and midday and will be 
providing a study space, IT access and sport and recreational activities on one of our outside spaces.  
Families will need to sign up their sons and daughters on the Friday of the week before to ensure you 
are given one of the allocated spaces.  Families can do this by calling the school number, or emailing us 
on summerschool@kelmscott.waltham.sch.uk.  Our office will also be open on Mondays and Thursdays 
for any queries that families might have or any support families might need during August. 
 
Many thanks to those of you who have contributed so generously to our food bank so far.  We are 
beginning to amass a large amount of non-perishable supplies that we will be delivering shortly to 
members of the community in need.  We have also had nearly £500 of donations for our food bank.  We 
will be using this money to buy more provisions to be added to the supplies that we have in school.  If 
you or someone you know might benefit from a delivery, please get in contact on the school number 
and we will be happy to help. 
 
Families may have seen the government’s announcement yesterday, around school opening in 
September.  The expectation for schools is that they will be open fully the other side of the holidays.  



For secondary schools, this means operating in year group ‘bubbles’.  Students in the same year group 
will be allowed to mix in class and out, but students from different year groups will not be able to mix.  
This has implications for breaks, lunchtimes, start and finish times amongst other things.  We will spend 
the next two weeks looking at the detail in the guidance published as we formulate our plan for 
September.   
 
Parents/carers can view the government information and guidance using the link below: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-
providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak 
 
September still feels a long way away to me and I believe there will be many twists and turns before 
then in terms of COVID-19.  I can assure you though, that we will have an excellent plan in place for 
September that ensures students and staff are safe and an excellent education is provided for all.  Of 
course, I will stay in communication with families over the summer holidays when important information 
needs to be shared. 
 
Finally, please look out for some information next week about Kelmscott becoming a cashless 
institution.  In order for this to happen, families will need to download the MyEd App if you 
haven't done so already. 
 
Stay well one and all. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

 
Mr Sam Jones 
Headteacher 
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