
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20th November 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 

 

I hope this letter finds you and your families well; a weekly update for you as always.  

 

The challenges Covid-19 have presented continue to dominate my thoughts and actions this week, in 

many ways it feels like a hamster wheel we are all unable to get off.  Two students in Year 11 and one 

student in Year 8 tested positive for the virus following symptoms beginning last week.  As a result of that 

many students were sent home to self-isolate for the required fourteen days from the last day the positive 

students were in school.  This is very difficult for them as they are isolated from their friends as well as 

missing out on their lessons in school.  Thankfully our Google Classroom offer means that they can continue 

their studies online, but clearly we would rather they were here with us in school.  It is very important 

that parents, where possible, monitor that work is being done at home, whilst students self-

isolate, and send this work to their class teacher.  

 

It is also difficult for those left in school, of course, who can grow anxious about things, concerned that 

they have been in ‘close contact’ with a close contact who has been sent home.  

 

I would like to reassure students and families, as best as I can, that sending home students in this way is 

a precautionary measure.  We always err on the side of caution in these circumstances in order to protect 

all of our community.  I am pleased we made the decision a number of weeks ago for staff and students 

to wear masks indoors at school as I believe this has reduced the chance of the virus being spread more 

widely.  Our numbers, (seven students since September have tested positive so far in a school of nearly 

nine hundred) are very low when compared to the schools locally or nationally despite North East London 

being identified as a hot spot.  I think this is testament to families and staff following guidance given to 

us as well as the measures we are taking here in school.  We will, of course, continue to prioritise the 

safety of our community. 

 

Despite the challenges that I have highlighted above, I continue to be in awe of the resilience and positivity 

shown by students and staff in school.  This past fortnight I have met with each Head of Department to 

discuss the start that each year group has made in their respective subjects, as well as setting targets for 

the end of the year.  The overwhelming majority of the school have made excellent starts to the school 

year and are working hard to reduce any gaps in learning that may be evident following the lockdown last 

academic year.  There is definitely a divide between those students who managed to complete their work 

during that time and those that didn’t but I am impressed with the hard work that is taking place to 

address this from staff and students alike. 

 



I have also been impressed with the creativity of the teaching staff.  Subjects teaching out of the 

specialised classrooms, in which they usually teach, have adapted lessons for those spaces to ensure they 

are still exciting and engaging.  Not an easy feat for some of the creative subjects such as Drama, Music, 

Art or Technology amongst others but they have managed it with aplomb. 

 

We have a small number of staff out at the moment self-isolating for different reasons.  This week has 

seen the trial of ‘video lessons’ for the first time.  The staff member away from school records themselves 

teaching the lesson in the same way that they normally would, explaining activities and unpicking 

misconceptions.  Students listen and complete activities as per the usual routines and, as a result, do not 

miss out on any learning.  The link for the lesson is then shared with the member of staff covering the 

lesson and they facilitate in class.  The member of staff at home is then on hand during that lesson to 

answer any questions via live chat.  It has been very exciting to watch this unfold and see the high quality 

of education still maintained despite the absence.  In time, we will hopefully build up a bank of these 

lessons that will be very useful in the future if a student or member of staff is ever away from school. 

Something else that is positive to come out of the challenges we are all currently facing. 

 

Mr Mark Jones’ assembly this week helped to flip my view of 2020 so far.  Instead of the challenges of 

Covid, he framed this year as a time when communities have come together to clap for the NHS as well 

as supporting each other in times of crisis etc.  I will carry that thought in to the weekend and hopefully 

beyond.  The second part of the assembly, as it is Anti Bullying Week this week, provided some excellent 

advice around what to do in the event of bullying, something you might like to talk to your child in more 

detail about this weekend.  

 

Wishing you all a relaxing weekend together as a family, until next week. 

 
Very best wishes 

 
Mr Sam Jones 
Headteacher 
 


