
26th February 2021

Dear Parents/Carers

I hope this letter finds you and your families well. The focus of this letter, unsurprisingly, is on the
reopening of schools for face-to-face learning in the week beginning the 8th of March.

We are extremely excited about welcoming our students back into school that week although there is
always anxiety too, given the circumstances we all find ourselves in. We are working very hard on our
plans to ensure that our return is managed in our usual sensible and safe ways.

This new start provides Year 7 with a second chance to make a first impression and Year 8 the
opportunity to continue with the outstanding start to the year they had made prior to Lockdown 3. Year
9, who are currently choosing their option subjects, will begin to turn their attention to the clear run they
have at their GCSEs in years 10 and 11. Year 10 will be able to pick up where they left off – a very
promising start to their GCSEs, we will support and guide them every step of the way to ensure they are
not disadvantaged by this latest lockdown – worry not. And finally, and by no means least, our Year 11s
and 12s who will be fully focused on securing the best possible outcomes in their subjects by the end of
the school year.

We have a very strong plan in place for Year 11 to give them the best possible opportunity to show us
what they can do and what they know before we submit teacher assessed grades to the exam boards in
the summer. We will share a very detailed timeline of this in the coming weeks with students and
families. The message remains a simple and clear one for Year 11; continue to work as hard as you
possibly can following the advice and guidance of your individual teachers. You may have seen
today that GCSE results day has been brought forward to the week beginning the 9th August; the exact
date to be confirmed by us in due course.

One of the biggest challenges of returning to school in the week beginning the 8th of March is the on-site
testing that we must provide. We have been asked to test students three times in the first fortnight
before students are asked to test themselves at home twice a week thereafter.

Testing is of course voluntary but we strongly encourage all students to participate in this testing
to help break transmission links by identifying those who may be carrying the virus unknowingly. You will
have seen the survey that we pushed out earlier today asking for your thoughts on testing. I would be
most grateful if you can take the time to complete that survey, this will help us to plan logistics around
testing.  We will send out the consent form itself early next week via the MyEd app.

At the time of writing this letter, the plans for the week beginning the 8th March are as follows;



Monday 8th March Year 10s and Year 11s, who have consented to testing, will be invited
into school at staggered times to be tested. Students will be sent home
after the test.

All other students in all years will continue with remote learning.

Tuesday 9th March Year 10 and Year 11 in school at the normal time through their
individual gates.

Year 8 and Year 9 invited into school at staggered times to be tested.
Students will be sent home after the test.

Year 7 will continue with remote learning.

Wednesday 10th March Years 8, 9, 10 and 11 in school at the normal time through their
individual gates.

Year 7 invited into school at staggered times to be tested, students will
be sent home after the test.

Thursday 11th March
onwards

All year groups to be in school at the normal time through their
individual gates.

Second and third test for consenting students in all years will take place
on two more occasions over the coming days until all testing has been
completed by Friday 19th of March.

The plans for the week beginning the 8th of March are subject to change but hopefully not drastic
change. I will share more details with families in my letter next Friday. Staff are working on site on
Thursday and Friday the 4th/5th of March as we ready ourselves for the return of students. Non voiced
over lessons will be provided on the Thursday. Friday 5th March is a formal Inset Day so no lessons will
be provided. This will hopefully provide an opportunity for students to get some fresh Spring air in their
lungs.

As I expect you have read, all students will be expected to wear face masks inside buildings until further
notice. This is not a new measure for Kelmscott as we decided to take this action for Lockdown 2 too.
We have received delivery of enough fabric masks to provide every student with one for use
in school. Students will be expected to provide their own mask for the journey to and from school
where necessary. We will need families to support us in the quick turnaround of washing and drying of
these fabric masks (I’m told a washing machine at a reasonably high temperature is best) to ensure
students have them ready to wear each day. I did cheekily ask for two masks each for students, to deal
with the washing issue, but my request, perhaps unsurprisingly, was rebuffed. We will have a small
supply of disposable masks for emergencies of course.

Our robust and well thought through year group bubble system will continue this term and we are
confident this will ensure a safe environment for all. You are most welcome to share any concerns you
have or ask any questions via the usual communication channels, if you haven’t done so already via the
survey this week.



Finally, a quick further word on Year 9 options as I know the deadline for the submission of option
choices via the app is Friday 5th of March. For those not yet using the app, hard copies of the options
form are available in reception. Please note that once you have submitted your child’s form via the app,
it cannot be altered or submitted again. If you have already submitted the form but wish to change
something, please do not collect a paper form to submit; instead, you should email
options@kelmscott.waltham.sch.uk and these queries will be discussed and managed after the deadline.
Many thanks to those of you who have directed questions about options to Heads of Department or class
teachers. Please continue to keep those questions coming in as you finalise your choices.

Our school coped remarkably well when we returned to school in September following a long absence. I
know our community will respond equally well this time, as we look forward to returning to something
that is a little bit more like normal, later in the summer term.

As always I thank you for your continued support and wish you and your families well.

Very best wishes

Mr Sam Jones
Headteacher
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