
 
 
 
 
 
 

19th January 2021 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
  
I hope this letter finds you and your families well. 
 
It is with extreme sadness that I write this letter to you today. We received news yesterday morning that                   
Mr Mandaza, our DT teacher, passed away at the weekend. He had contracted Covid-19 over the                
Christmas holidays and was admitted into hospital early in the New Year. He was subsequently admitted                
into the Intensive Care Unit. I had hoped to hear some positive news this past fortnight but sadly, this                   
was not forthcoming. 
 
Staff were informed yesterday as well as the families, and subsequently students, of Mr Mandaza’s Tutor                
Group.  
 
This has come as a huge shock to all of us at Kelmscott and really brings home the reality of the situation                      
we are all currently having to deal with. It is made even harder of course, as we are all working remotely                     
at the present time. This makes it more challenging to be able to support each other as a staff as well as                      
the support we would like to provide for our students. We know that our families will support their                  
children ably, of course, but if there is anything we can do to support your child further, please do not                    
hesitate to get in contact. 
 
We are in touch with Mr Mandaza’s family and hope to share details with our community soon about a                   
charity Kelmscott community members would be able to contribute to, should they wish to, that is close                 
to the Mandaza family’s heart. We have organised a book of condolence here in school so that staff and                   
students have an opportunity to share their thoughts and feelings. If students would like to contribute                
something, they would be most welcome to do so, ideally by emailing info@kelmscott.waltham.sch.uk, or              
writing on an A4 piece of paper that can be dropped off at the school’s reception; we will then collate the                     
book before sharing it with the family. At a later date, when it is safe to do so, we will find a suitable and                        
fitting way of celebrating Mr Mandaza's life as a school. 
 
Mr Mandaza was a kind, caring and compassionate gentleman who was passionate about teaching and his                
subject – he will remain forever in our hearts, may he rest in peace. 
 
Very best wishes 

 
Mr Sam Jones 
Headteacher 
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