
30th April 2021

Dear Parents/Carers

I hope this letter finds you and your families well; a Friday update for you as always.

Another week down and another week, at the time of writing, without a positive test for Covid. This is
great news as students have been able to concentrate on their studies and enjoy time with their friends
without the huge disruption that self-isolation can cause.

I was invited by a community member to fast on Tuesday of this week. I was interested in the process as
I have never done it before and wanted to show support and solidarity to Muslim friends, colleagues,
students and families at Kelmscott. I made the rookie error of not breakfasting before sunrise, as had
been advised to me, which made for a challenging day. In the conditions of my fast, I was able to drink
water during the day, something I know that is prohibited for those fasting properly during Ramadan but
this helped to ensure I was sufficiently hydrated during the day.

Things became harder and harder during the day, unsurprisingly, with the smells from my kitchen at
home tantalising me on my return from work. At approximately 8.30pm, I broke my fast. A relatively
ordinary meal tasted out of this world and I experienced a real high at this point. It made me think what
a lovely family moment this must be each day, during Ramadan, as families break their fast together. It
certainly made me very grateful that I am able to eat well each day and feel grateful in general for my
family, friends, job and the life I am able to lead.

I have had some very interesting conversations with staff and students about my experience since, and it
has increased my respect (which was already at a very high level) for those of you fasting properly during
Ramadan. It is something I plan to repeat next time and I will extend the invite to other non-Muslim
colleagues to see if anyone would like to join me.

I promised some information this week about parent events this term, as you know we were unable to
have Parents’ Evenings during Lockdown 3. I will break it down by year group with a rationale for our
decision where needed.

■ Year 7 – Parents’ Evening Thursday 1st July 4pm – 6.30pm

■ Year 8 – Parents’ Evening Thursday 15th July 4pm – 6.30pm

■ Year 9 and 10 – It was felt that a better time for a Parents’ Evening would be early in the Autumn
term once GCSE studies had begun for the new year 10 and the new year 11 could build some
momentum as they attack their final year. A full written report will be provided in July for
students in the current year 9 and 10 to give families an up to date picture of student attainment
and progress. Students will be invited in for an individual meeting to discuss their
reports with their form tutor on Friday 9th July.

If families have any particular concerns about their child’s progress in school, please get in contact with
your child’s form-tutor if the issue is more generic, or a subject teacher if the issue is a specific one.



Some other small changes were made to the calendar which are outlined below, please take note of the
inset day moving as this may have implications for you in terms of child care on that day:

■ Thursday 17th June Celebration Evening postponed until Autumn 2021
■ Friday 25th June Inset Day (moved from 2nd July)
■ Thursday 8th July Year 9 and 10 Sports Day

Year 7 and 8 Activities Day in school
■ Friday 9th July Year 7 and 8 Sports Day

Year 9 and 10 individual student/tutor meetings to discuss reports
■ Friday 22nd July End of term – HALF DAY

If you have any questions about the above or any other matter, please do not hesitate to get in contact.
The updated school calendar will be published on the school website imminently.

Finally, well done to Zayn Bham in Year 7 who amassed the most rewards points last week – 22 – an
excellent achievement.

Very best wishes

Mr Sam Jones
Headteacher


