
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13th May 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
I wanted to give you an update following the Prime Minister's address on Sunday and subsequent plans 
released yesterday.  He made clear that primary schools will be reopening for certain year groups after 
the half term holiday assuming there is no significant increase in the virus before that point.  Sometime 
after that it is hoped that secondary schools can resume in some form for Year 10. This provides many 
questions for us in school and I'm sure for you as parents as well.  Concerns and fears about the safety 
of students, staff and both groups family members come to the fore, as well as the risk of the virus 
spiking again nationally. The government has responded to some of these issues in the documents 
below that may be of interest: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-educational-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-
for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-
in-education-and-childcare-settings 
 
All of us at Kelmscott are very keen to welcome students back into the school again but only when it is 
safe for us to do so.  We have tentatively begun to plan for a partial re-opening for Year 10 with a 
number of different scenarios being considered.  It appears as if we have a number of weeks in order to 
plan for this, so we will continue to listen to the advice available from the experts so that we are ready 
and able if called upon later this term.  My advice in the meantime for all of you is to try not to get too 
embroiled in all of the speculation in the news and across the media, as it can become overwhelming.  
Please rest assured that we will always prioritise the health and safety of the Kelmscott family above all 
else.  
 
I had hoped to be writing to you with details of some live teaching opportunities for students via a 
Google hangout or equivalent.  Feedback from you at Easter asked for this contact between staff at 
Kelmscott and your children, but unfortunately there are some safeguarding concerns around these 
platforms.  One measure we will be putting in place imminently are phone calls from your child’s form 
tutor to your child each week, to check in and find out how they are doing with the work, and most 
importantly how they are coping during the lockdown.  Please ensure we have the right telephone 
number on the system for us to call you; if you have changed your number recently please 
send the new details to data@kelmscott.waltham.sch.uk please remember to tell us your child’s name 
and form, and if it is a mobile number please tell us who the number belongs to.   
 
For further information, guidance and support for home learning, you may be interested in the 
Department for Education guide accessible using the link below: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/supporting-your-childrens-education-during-coronavirus-covid-
19?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery 
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In lieu of live teaching we are working with staff to produce some masterclasses for different year 
groups for different subjects.  These would take the form of narrated power points but hopefully will 
provide a richer way for students to be taught remotely.   
We are looking very closely at the school calendar for the remainder of the school year and for next 
academic year and are trying to ensure that students don't miss out too much on all of the events that 
are normally available to them.  That means that things like Celebration Evening, choosing new school 
prefects and Parent Evenings are being planned remotely, albeit in a slightly different guise.  More to 
follow on those anon. 
 
Plans are also in place to check that all students are where they need to be when we return to school.  
Support will be given to individual students where necessary, to enable them to catch up to ensure that 
no student is disadvantaged following this difficult period.   
 
We really miss our students and very much look forward to a time when we can be together again at 
school.  In the meantime, our strong advice is for your children to maintain their daily and weekly 
routines around school and the work that they complete.  We are here at school every single day and so 
if you or your children have a question for any one of the teachers please call or email the school and 
we will respond as soon as possible.  Hopefully the regular contact that I have spoken about between 
your children and their form tutor will help here too.   
 
I wish you and your family well please continue to look after one another and we look forward to seeing 
you all very soon. 
 
Best wishes 
  

 
Mr Sam Jones 
Headteacher 
 


