
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22nd May 2020 
 

Dear Parents/Carers 

  
I hope this letter finds you and your families well.  This letter follows on from my previous one last week where 

we talked about our response to the Prime Minister's briefing, which requested schools to open again, albeit 
partially, after the half term holiday. Of course schools have  never closed in reality, we have been open 

throughout these past two months for small groups of students.  

 
It has been a frenetic week for schools across the country planning for what a wider re-opening might look like. 

As I hope I articulated clearly in my last letter, we are only prepared to re-open our doors when it is absolutely 
safe to do so.  Your children are very precious to us.  There are still many unanswered questions that all of us 

have around the safety implications of reopening schools for students, staff and families.  I’m sure you share 
my concerns. 

 

We are awaiting the results of the five key tests that the government have spelt out to us, which I believe will 
be carried out on the 28th May.  This will give us a better indication about whether it is safe for schools to 

partially reopen.  As the 28th May is the last Thursday of half term this would not give us enough time to safely 
reopen on Monday, 1st of June.  As a result, that week (beginning the 1st of June) will be a ‘normal’ lockdown 

week for all those students who have been attending so far for different reasons. 

  
Tentatively and again to reiterate, assuming it is safe to do so, we plan to invite Year 10 students in for a one-

to-one meeting with a member of staff the week beginning the 8th June; only six students would be in 
school at any one time and strict social distancing will be in place in our large school hall where the 

meetings will take place.  There are separate doors to the hall, no surfaces would need to be touched and we 
are confident that our robust risk assessment will ensure that both staff and students alike are safe throughout 

their time in school. Nearer the time, I am happy to talk any of you through the risk assessment and I'm 

confident that this will demonstrate to you that no stone has been left unturned during the planning of these 
meetings with Year 10 students. 

  
The purpose of the meetings is to find out how our students are, how their studies are going, what barriers to 

learning they have experienced during lockdown so far and ultimately, what more we can do to help students 

with their learning during this challenging time.  The information gleaned from these meetings will inform our 
next steps with Year 10 later in the term.  There are too many unknowns for me to go into too much detail 

about what the second phase might look like for Year 10, but hopefully through the experience of primary 
schools and the lessons learnt therein, we may be able to invite small groups of Year 10 in for some more 

formal contact with staff later in the term. 

  
We are very upset that at this stage we will not be able to invite Years 7, 8 and 9 into school.  We miss all of 

our students and look forward to a time when we can see everyone again.  In the meantime, it is vital that 
Years 7, 8 and 9 keep up with their studies on Google Drive and Google classrooms, and engage well in the 

telephone conversations with their form tutors.  If there are things that students need from any of their 
individual teachers, please ask them to share that with their form tutor during their telephone call, and we will 

ensure that that information is passed on and they receive the feedback they need.  We are working hard to 

improve our remote offer too and always welcome feedback in this area about what you would like more or 
less of. 

  
We can't wait to see you all, when it is safe to do so, in the meantime look after one another and stay well. 

More information will follow after half term regarding Year 10 and our invitations for them to come into school 



for their meeting with a member of staff in a few weeks’ time.  I have also planned a recorded address to Years 

7, 8 and 9 following the Year 10 video this week. 

 
If you have any questions or queries in the meantime, please get in contact on the 

info@kelmscott.waltham.sch.uk and we will be happy to deal with that enquiry.  I would also be grateful, if you 
haven’t done so already, if you could download the parent app ‘MyEd’ as this is the easiest and quickest way 

for us to communicate with you.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr Sam Jones 

Headteacher 
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