
 
 
 

15th January 2021 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
  
 
I hope this letter finds you and your families well. Data locally, suggests tentatively, that infection rates                 
in the Borough are beginning to plateau. Fingers crossed that the measures we are all taking, results in                  
infection rates going down in the not too distant future. 
 
We are now at the end of our second week of working remotely on Recorded Lessons. I hope that your                    
child has had a positive week of lessons and is engaging well with the work provided. Welfare calls                  
began this week too, so hopefully you have had a phone call with your child’s form tutor. 
 
A code of conduct was shared with students and staff at the start of this week, it will also be attached to                      
this letter for your interest. It is deliberately brief, but makes expectations crystal clear. It is a document                  
that we will review regularly over the coming weeks and update if need be. 
 
A video was uploaded to all classrooms this week showing students clearly how to register for each of                  
their lessons. Attendance rates are improving dramatically day-by-day but please do encourage your             
child to watch that video, and indeed watch it with them if you would like, as this explains the registering                    
process very simply.  
 
As you know one out of every six lessons will be a voiceless lesson. Students must still register for these                    
lessons though, as they would for any lesson. Staff will make it very clear that it is a voiceless lesson in                     
the title of the lesson on Google Classroom.  
 
Rewards points will still be given out each lesson for students who engage with lessons, and                
consequences points given out for those who do not seemingly engage. With that in mind, students                
should look out for an email from Ms Dalton with support for how to upload work and ‘turn in’ work. The                     
‘turning in’ function is crucial and an essential point for students to understand. Students have 24 hours                 
from the end of the lesson to turn in their work to their subject teacher. 
 
One of the main reasons why we chose to use Recorded Lessons as opposed to live lessons is because we                    
know that many of our families share a laptop or device at home between siblings as well as with parents.                    
Hopefully this allows you and your child a degree of flexibility in terms of who uses the computer/device                  
at what time.  
 
Our Lateral Flow Testing Centre was signed off by the Borough this week and we began testing formally                  
on Wednesday. So far we have not had any positive tests for any of the staff or students working on site.                     
Lateral flow tests only have about a 50% success rate though, so consequently all staff and students on                  
site are still observing strict social distancing. The tests are still useful though, as they will hopefully flag                  
up a number of asymptomatic individuals that we would not normally have been aware of. In turn,                 
hopefully this is contributing, in some small way, to keeping our community safer and lowering infection                
rates. 
 

 



 
A number of families have asked how long we will be working in this way. I don’t have a definitive                    
answer there I’m afraid but it will be until February Half Term at least, and possibly longer. 
 
As always if we can be of any assistance, please get in contact in the usual ways. Until next week, please                     
look after one another. 
 
Very best wishes 

 
Mr Sam Jones 
Headteacher 


