
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13th November 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
I hope this letter finds you and your families well; a weekly update for you as always.  
 
Of course, this has been the first week that our community have had to wear face coverings inside school 
buildings where we cannot socially distance from one another.  I am pleased to report that this has gone 
well, many thanks for your support here. 
 
Following some feedback from parents I wanted to share with you a number of reasons why we have 
opted for students to wear surgical masks: 

 We know that surgical masks are effective in reducing the transmission of viruses  

 Some fabric masks are not as good and it is tricky for us to deduce this 

 Fabric masks need to be washed regularly – this is tricky to police 

 It is easier to talk in surgical masks compared to many fabric ones (very important in lessons) 

 If using public transport, students should wear a different mask in school to the one they travelled 
in – this is tricky to police 

 Some masks are inappropriate in terms of style – graphics used, language on them etc. 

 Surgical masks are uniform in style which fits with our high expectations in terms of uniform 
 
Students are provided with a new surgical mask every morning during tutor time and it is 
important that they look after their mask throughout the day before disposing of it carefully and responsibly 
at the end of the day.  I have to say that I don’t particularly like the look of students wearing masks in 
school and I am not comfortable with the environmental impact of surgical masks either, but I remain 
confident that the pros outweigh the cons in the current climate. 
 
I would also like to remind families that this is a measure we are taking for lockdown only.  Hopefully we 
will see the situation improve locally and nationally in terms of the ‘r rate’ and we can relax these measures, 
somewhat, once more. 
 
We have had two additional positive cases of Covid-19 in Year 9 and Year 11 this week, although both 
students have not been in school since last week.  As per the notifications you have already received, all 
students who were in close contact with those students in the 48 hours prior to symptoms starting have 
been told to self-isolate at home.  Hopefully our new procedures will help reduce the number of positive 
cases we have to deal with in the coming weeks. 
 
In other news our new canteen and activities studio are coming along very nicely indeed.  I walked the 
new spaces for the first time and I am very excited about what they will bring to our school community.  
The whole project, including landscaping, is due to be finished before Christmas and ready for us to move 
in to in January – I can’t wait for you all to see it. 
 
Finally, huge congratulations to Kareena Myers and Milan Myers in Year 10 and Year 8 respectively, who 
have been selected to represent Essex at hockey for their age group, an exceptional achievement and we 
are very proud of you. 



As always, if you have any questions or queries about anything to do with your child’s education, please 
do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Very best wishes 

 
Mr Sam Jones 
Headteacher 


